28 APR 2003
NEGARA- W NDI NG UP ( PERWAJA)
I NVESTI GATI ONS ON PERWAJA MORE THAN HALF COWPLETED

KUALA LUMPUR, April 28 (Bernamm) -- Investigations into financial
irregularities involving Perwaja Steel have conpleted by nore than half and
the governnment is trying its best to conplete the case as soon as possibl e,
said the parliamentary secretary to the finance mnistry, Hashimlsmail.

"It is not the governnent's intention to delay the investigations. This
cannot be avoi ded as the investigations, which covered several countries,
are difficult as concrete evidence was needed to bring the culprits to
book," he told reporters after winding up the debate on the suppl enentary
supply bill (2002) 2003 which was subsequently approved at the Dewan Negara
here today.

Hashi m said since the investigations involved foreign countries, it was
not easy to carry themout, especially when they involved Switzerl and.

During his w nding up speech, he said it was obvious that the
i nvestigations would entail a long and difficult process.

"The governnment al so does not want the investigations and prosecution's
case to appear weak and i nadequate when it is brought before the court. In
vi ew of that, conprehensive investigations with clear and concrete evi dence
fromall parties were needed to be conpiled before the charges are brought
before the process of the [aw "

Hashi m said the investigations were continuing and if all evidence had
been gathered, then the case would be solved and the cul prits would be
brought to book.

He said the governnent's serious stand on the case could be judged from
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s visit to Switzerland in
June | ast year.

He said Dr Mahathir not only had di scussions with Swi ss president
Kasper Villinger on two-way trade but also asked the Swi ss governnent to
help in the investigations, especially in ternms of getting access to
information witjh regard to Perwaja's funds.

"The government ains to conplete the Perwaj a case and has asked the
Swi ss authorities for co-operation,” said Hashim adding that this proved
that Dr Mahathir was giving serious attention to the natter as he wanted
the investigations to be thorough. -- BERNAVA
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