07 AUG 2003
O BA- MALAYSI A
I NVESTORS FOCUS ATTENTI ON ON MALAYSI A, SAYS A BA

OKAYAMA, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- The chairman of International Business
Association (O BA), Kanji Inaba, said Asean countries, especially Mlaysia,
has beconme the centre of attention anong investors after realising there
are sone risks investing to China.

He said that before the outbreak of SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrone), a |lot of conpanies were actively planning to invest in China.

"But after SARS, we realised there are risks in China |ike information
managemnent problens,” he said in his welcom ng speech to the Ml aysi an
del egati on here today.

"Ml aysi a has devel oped a stable political system It is inproving its
productivity and providing well devel oped infrastructure including the
tel econmuni cations field," |naba said.

He added that Mal aysia was also actively inviting foreign direct
i nvestments by preparing various incentives to assi st businessnen.

He al so said that in the |last two decades, Ml aysia and Okayama had
strengt hened their rel ationship.

In 1983, Mtsubishi Mtor M zushim Wrks invested in Ml aysia foll owed
by Rohm Wako Co Ltd in 1987.

"After that, seven nore conpanies invested in Ml aysia," |naba said.

According to statistics on the nunber of overseas operations from
Ckayama, he said Mal aysia was the fifth nmost popul ar invest nent
desti nati on.

In July 1997, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad was invited
here by the Ckayama Associ ati on of Corporate Executives for a synposium and
he delivered a keynote speech.

"His lecture left a great inpression on the audience," |naba added. --
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