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KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 8 (Bernama) -- Ireland ainms to enhance bil ateral
rel ations and investnent with Mal aysia, especially in the fields of
i nformati on technol ogy comuni cation (ICT) and educati on.

"Irel and and Mal aysia need to build on the many ties that already exist
and strive to create fresh ones,"” said its Foreign Mnister, Brian Cowen,
who is on a four-day official visit here begi nning today.

It is the first tine an Irish foreign mnister is visiting Ml aysi a.

Cowen's visit ainms to further enhance the already friendly and fruitful
rel ati ons between the two countries.

Mal aysia is Ireland's third | argest nmarket outside Europe with various
maj or investnments in both directions. In 2001, the two-way trade between
Ireland and Mal aysia totalled RV6.0 billion.

Cowen said: "Malaysia is now lreland s nost inportant market in Asean
and the second | argest tradi ng partner throughout Asia. There is
consi derabl e scope for further expanding trade and investnent, such as in
the I CT sector.

"Irel and and Mal aysi a have notable strength in ICT, in which Ireland
can be a key European partner for Ml aysia."

Irish-Malaysian ties in education are also strong and traditional.
There are nore than 800 Ml aysians currently studying in Ireland and nmany
t housands of Mal aysians are graduates of Irish universities, mainly in
nmedi ci ne.

Cowen said Irish universities and colleges were nowin a position to
make additional places available to Ml aysi an students and were | ooking for
ways to cooperate actively with Ml aysi an educational institutions.

The cooperation could include English | anguage studi es where both
countries had rel evant experience and expertise, he said.

A Mal aysian Irish Alumi Associ ation has al so been established
recently.

During his visit, Cowen called on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and his counterpart, Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar.

He will also witness the signing of a menorandum of under st andi ng
bet ween t he Chanber of Commerce of Ireland and the Federation of Ml aysi an
Manuf acturers to pronote stronger business ties.

Cowen will also neet the Irish alumi and visit Penang where two
renowned Irish nedical schools are involved in the running of the nedical
col l eges in Penang and 1 poh.
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