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Kel ant an- Candi dat es
ISIT WSE TO NAME UVNO CANDI DATES | N KELANTAN | N ADVANCE ?

By: Roslan Ariffin

KOTA BAHARU: The Kel antan Umo's request to nanme its electora
candi dates in advance for the com ng general election found m xed reactions
even within its own ranks.

The request, which is being scrutinized by the party heads at the
nati onal level, was forwarded with a hope that it would give an advant age
to Barisan Nasional (BN) in the state ruled by Pas since the last three
general el ections.

The proposal, said its proponents, would offer nore tinme for voters in
Kel antan to get to know and evaluate their future candi dates before giving
their verdict in the ballot boxes.

The m xed bag of reactions on the request was antici pated, although
each | eader and nenber of Kel antan Umo has been | ooking for an effective
formula to dethrone Pas, which is ever confident of continuing its
dom nance in the state's political |andscape for the fourth consecutive
term

VWhen announci ng the proposal last nonth, State Umo Liaison Chief Datuk
Must apa Mohaned noted that a big nunmber of Ummo Divisional heads in
Kel antan were agreeable to the nove as they believed it could help to
strengthen the party in the state.

"Many feel the nam ng of the candidates in advance would certainly give
an advantage in ternms of exposing the |eaders to the people, instil
confidence anong voters and facilitate the party el ection machinery,"” he
sai d.

PROPCSAL BEFORE PARTY

The proposal could overcome the infighting and sabot age experienced in
t he previous polls when disgruntled | eaders who were not selected to
contest, worked to the detrinent of the party.

Must apa has forwarded the suggestion to the party president, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi after
obtai ning a mandate fromthe majority of Umo Divisional heads in Kel antan
and al so fromthe grassroots.

One earliest reaction on the nove cane from Terengganu Umo, which
announced its intention to follow suit as the party there is also in a
simlar predicament.

These devel opnents pronpted the Umo's Supreme Council to solicit the
services of Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhd Tai b, one of the party's Vice Presidents,
to look into the pros and cons of the proposal and forward a report to the
party's Managenent Conmittee before a final decision is made.

Reactions al so came fromUmo's stalwart in Kelantan, Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah, who in 1999 headed the BN s el ecti on machinery.

In wel com ng the proposal, Razaleigh said that it's not wong for Umo
to inplenment the idea in the state as a political manoeuvre or for the sake
of uniformty in the party's strategy and enhance the solidarity between
t he | eadershi p and grassroots.

NEGATI VE | MPLI CATI ONS
The Suprenme Council menber however conceded that the proposal is not
infallible and the negative inplications fromthe inplenentation of the



proposal could be detrinental for Umo in Kel antan

"The worst is we would be the first to face the consequences (if it
fails)," he lanents.

Tengku Razal ei gh who is also the Menber of Parliament for Gua Misang
admtted the fact that several Umo | eaders were skeptical on the w sdom of
t he proposal and had voiced their reservations as the candi dates announced
i n advance woul d have to bear greater scrutiny by the public, thus putting
t hem under trenendous pressure.

"Soneone told ne, it's the end of himif chosen in advance as a
candi date. Even before being elected the candi date has to shoul der the
burden including financially... at the end of the day we woul d have a
candidate riddled with problens,"” he said.

According to himthere may not be nuch difficulties in inplenenting the
proposal and achieving its goals as long as all levels of Umo | eadership
inthe state unite and give priority for the party's struggle.

Anot her | eader in the Kel antan Umo, Datuk Annuar Misa, who was the
Deputy Liaison Chief of Kelantan Umo for several terns before being
repl aced by Zaid I brahimlast January, also begged to differ

Annuar who is also a suprene council nenber felt it would bring nore
harm t han good to the party as it would put Umo candi dates under
trenendous pressure, thus giving the opposition the advantage.

HOPES ARE TOO HI GH

Among the risks, he said, were the high hopes and scrutiny that the
naned candi dates woul d be subjected to, and in the end the candi dates m ght
turn out to be unpopul ar.

"This is also suicidal as we are maki ng our candi dates vul nerable for
t he opposition,” he said.

Several Kel antan PAS | eaders al so said there was not hing much for Ummo
to gain by announcing their candi dates early, and described the nove as
"suicidal".

One of themsaid it was not difficult to guess what woul d happen (if
Umo announces its candidates in advance) as one thing for sure, those who
were not selected would resort to "sabotage".

"The sel ected candi date has to work hard using his own financial
resources and machinery as the fell ow menbers who were not chosen woul dn't
want to | end a hand.

"The end result is the proposed candidate is exhausted even before he
enters the battle field and this would cause Umo to replace the candi date
with a new one and the vicious cycle continues even until the elections,”
sai d the PAS henchman who declined to be identified.

PAS | S AWARE OF THE TRAP

He said PAS would certainly avoid the eneny's trap, while Umo coul d
end up "shooting at their own selves".

Must apa however debunked such notions and held strongly to his
conviction that the strategy has lots of nerits, especially in uniting Umo
-- something greatly feared by PAS

For him the proposal is a brilliant strategy that would bind all Umo
| eaders and nenbers in confronting PAS

However, a political observer recommended an easier and safer way in
nam ng Umo or BN s candi dat es.

He said Mustapa only need to informthe selected candidates in his |ist
di screetly. The result was that they would work hard for the party and at
the sane tine no party nmenbers would feel |left out.

"The nmove would elimnate indirectly the problens associated in the
sel ection of candidates and is suitable as anple tine is given to the



candi dates to gear up," he said. -- Bernama
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