23 OCT 2003

| SA LI KENS DR MAHATHI R TO | SLAM C TH NKER

PORT DI CKSON, Cct 23 (Bernama) -- Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Mohaned |sa Abdul Samad has |ikened Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to an Islam c thinker, inplenenting nmany policies encouraging the
acqui sition of know edge and assinmilation of noble Islamc val ues.

"There are many nobl e values in Islambut Dr Mhathir chose the
sel ected few which are acceptable to all conmunities in Ml aysia," he said
when opening a one-day seminar entitled "Dr Mahathir |slamc Thinker of the
21st Century" organi sed by the Special Affairs Departnent here today.

Isa said that during the past 22 years Dr Mahathir had never grown
tired of telling Mal aysians to seek know edge in all fields.

He al so wote many books which required readers to think on the subject
portrayed such as his book on the Ml ay dil enma, he said.

In fact, Isa said that in his speech at the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (O C) Summt recent, Dr Mahathir had again highlighted the
i mportance of know edge.
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