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A G TECHNOLOGY
| SLAM C COUNTRI ES NEED TO ACHI EVE AT LEAST 14 PCT OF WORLD SCI ENTI FI C QUTPUT

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 9 (Bernama) -- Islamc countries should achieve at
| east 14 percent of the world's scientific output by the year 2020 through
i ncreased investnments in science and technol ogy including research and
devel opnent, the conference on Science and Technol ogy (S&T) was told today.

The chai rman of the organising committee for the conference, Datuk Dr
Sal l eh Mohd Nor, said the gathering al so recormended that O C nenbers
i ncrease investnents in R&D of at least 1.4 percent of their respective
G oss Donestic Product (GDP) by 2020.

The assenbly brought together participants mainly scientists and
technol ogi sts from Organi sati on of Islamc Conference (O C) countries over
t he past several days to discuss the challenges facing Islanmc countries in
the era of globalisation, with enphasis on science and technol ogy.

These were contained in the recomendati ons adopted under what is
regarded as "Vision 1441 (2020)," the guiding principle in steering science
and technol ogy for the next two decades for the Islamc world.

O her inportant agenda outlined was recomendati on to conduct an annua
O C conference on Science and Technology in parallel to the Islanic
Conf erence of Foreign Mnisters (I CFM annual neeting.

Dr Salleh said that it was inportant to establish a seed fund totalling
US$500 million to support, anong others the establishment of a Pan Islamc
R&D fund to pronote R&D i nvestnents anong nmenber countries.

The seed fund woul d al so be use for the establishnent of a MuslimWorld
Technol ogy I nvestnment Fund such as venture capital for the acquisition of
t echnol ogi es and growt h of new technol ogy-based conpani es.

The recomendation also calls for the greater industry participation
and investnment in R&D and technol ogy devel opment activities through
provision of attractive fiscal and financial incentives as well as other
support measures.

The thrust should include the establishment of a strong and dedi cat ed
institutional framework for science, technology and innovation
i ncorporating scientific managenent and advi sory systemwi th active
participation fromall sectors and establish a network of academ es of
sci ence through the O C to strengthen the S&T managenent and advi sory
systemat all |evels.

Dr Salleh explained that the conference had al so recormended efforts to
enhance and expand opportunities and participation of wonen in the
mai nst ream of devel opnment in particular areas relating to S&T in O C nmenber
countries and to increase places for OC nationals for undergraduate and
post - graduat e education in institutions of higher |earning in nenber
countri es.

O her recommendati ons include the |aunch of science and technol ogy
managemnent training courses for senior personnel as well as those from
i ndustri es anong nmenber countries and expandi ng capabilities towards new
and emergi ng technol ogi es such as nanot echnol ogy and phot oni cs.

The recomendati on al so urged the O C Standing Commttee on Scientific
and Technol ogi cal Cooperation (Constech) and the Islam c Devel opnent Bank
(I1DB) to harnoni se the devel opment of a conprehensive information
portal / dat abase on S&T and i ndustry of nenber countries.

They had al so recommendated that Malaysia in collaboration with
Constech and the IDB to initiate smart partnership to harness scientific
and technical strengths of existing and proposed centres of excellence



anong nmenber countries.

Dr Salleh said that the recommendati ons which were in the formof a
resol uti on would be handed over to the Prime Mnister and O C i ncom ng
chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for further action.
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