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| SLAM C SUWM T ENDS W TH PUTRAJAYA DECLARATI ON

PUTRAJAYA, COct 17 (Bernama) -- The 10th Organi sation of Islamc
Conference (O C) sumit ended here tonight with the Putrajaya Declaration
whi ch spells out the new way forward for the Muslimworld.

The two-day | argest nmeeting of Islanmc |eaders, held at the sprawing
Putraj aya Convention Centre (PCC) in this Malaysia' s brand new
adm ni strative capital, brought together kings, Arab royals, presidents and
prime mnisters just two weeks before Ml aysian prinme mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad steps down after 22 years in office.

The cl osi ng cerenony began with Dr Mahathir, who chaired the sumit,
inviting Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar to read out the
Putraj aya Decl arati on.

The sunmit was the first and | argest gathering of Miuslimleaders since
the Sept 11 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States.

Among those present at the closing cerenony were Iranian President
Seyed Mbhammad Khat anmi, Paki stani President Gen Pervez Misharraf, King
Abdul | ah of Jordan and Mal aysian Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi, who will succeed Dr Mahathir on Oct 31.

Wves of the | eaders attending the sunmt al so held their inaugural
First Ladies O C D al ogue and adopted a 10-point resol ution, which anong
other things, called for the establishnent of a pernanent secretari at
within the organisation to deal with wonen's issues.

Dr Mahat hir announced a donation of US$1 nillion for the O C fromthe
Governnent of Kuwait.

The Prime Mnister received a certificate of nerit fromthe ACin
recognition of his "outstanding, substantive and effective" contribution
towards the nobl e objective of the 57-nenber grouping.

Sierra Leone President Ahnad Tej an Kabbah read the citation while OC
Secretary- General Dr Abdel ouahed Bel kezi z presented the certificate to Dr
Mahat hir .

Dr Mahathir in acknow edgi ng the kind words of Kabbah thanked all the
| eaders and del egates as well as the translators who had nade the summit a
great success.

The al nost hour-1ong closing cerenmony ended with the recitation of the
verses fromthe Holy Quran and prayers.

As he declared the sunmt closed, |eaders and delegates in the Plenary
Hall of the state-of-the-art Putrajaya Convention Centre lined up to w sh
hi mt he best and have a photo opportunity with Dr Mahathir.

The sunmit, the first held in the Asia Pacific region, was the | argest
gathering of Muslim |l eaders since the inception of the 57-menber QA Cin
1969.

Apart from Muslim| eaders fromWst Asia, Africa, Asia and the Pacific,
Russi an President Vliadimr Putin and Philippine President G oria Arroyo
were present as special guests at the opening cerenony.

- - BERNAMA

HS RT SM AU AAM



	ISLAMIC SUMMIT ENDS WITH PUTRAJAYA DECLARATION (Bernama 17/10/2003)

