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| SRAEL WANTS U. S. TO START A NEWWAR I N VEST ASIA - DR M

PUTRAJAYA, COct 11 (Bernamm) -- Israel is egging the USto start a new
war in West Asia by invading Syria, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d t oday.

"Israel has been urging Anerica to invade Syria, but America seens to
be reluctant. So, in order to force the hands of America, Israel is going
to i nvade Syri a.

"When that happens, the Anericans will have to support Israel due to
donmestic political reasons that make Jewi sh votes a major factor inits
presidential election,” he said when asked to comment on the recent Israeli
attack on Syri a.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir opened Mal aysia's first nmega Research and
Devel opnent | aboratory, Invent@Q aya Sdn Bhd, here.

Last Sunday, Israel nounted a surprise aerial attack on what it clained
as a Palestinian training base in Syria.

US President George Bush defended Israel's decision to attack Syria,
saying it had the right to defend herself.

Asked whether the attack on Syria should be raised at the United
Nations (UN), Dr Mahathir said: "We can bring it up at the UN | evel but the
guestion is what can the UN do."

On the Non-Aligned Movenent's (NAM stand on such a situation, he said
NAM had al ways been condemi ng such things but it was unable to go beyond
t hat st age.

"So, | can say, | condemm, | condemm, | condem but that's all," he
said. Malaysia is the current chairman of the 117-nmenber NAM

Asked what el se could be done rather than just condeming, he said: "W
can go to war but we have no capacity to go to war. That's the problem
because we al |l ow ourselves to beconme weak, people bully us.”

On whet her the 10th Organisation of the Islamc Conference (O C) Sunmt
woul d cone up with specific resolutions on Syria's situation, Dr Mbhathir
said: "We'll see about it."

The sunmit began today with the Senior Oficials Meeting to prepare the
agenda for the mnisterial neeting on Monday and Tuesday. The O C | eaders
wi |l neet on Thursday and Friday.

On issues to be discussed at the sunmt, Dr Mahathir said it woul d be
on the present situation of the Islamic world and its people.

Asked about the nessage the O C countries would want to convey to
Russian President Mladimr Putin, he said Putin had been invited as a
speci al guest.

"Well, he will listen to the views expressed and | don't know what they
(menber countries) are going to say. We are inviting himbecause we want
himto know what Islamis all about, what the Muslins are |ike."

During his visit to Malaysia in August, Putin requested Russia be part
of the OC as it had a substantial nunmber of Muslim popul ation.

Besi des Putin, Philippine President Goria Arroyo would al so attend the
summt as a special guest.

On other matters, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia needs to set up a
conmi ssion or a committee of experts to oversee the damage caused due to
Si ngapore's reclamation works in the Straits of Johor.

Si ngapore had carried out reclamati on works covering 5,215 hectares of
sea. The project is expected to be conpleted by 2010.

The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (1 TLQOS) in Hanburg,



Germany, in its ruling on Wednesday, ordered both sides to cooperate and
consult in establishing a group of independent experts and establish the
mechani sm for the exchange of information on the reclanmation.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on Malaysia's future bilateral relations
with Australia following the remarks by Prinme Mnister John Howard that he
woul d not "dignify" criticisms fromDr Mhathir as he (Dr Mahathir) would
be stepping down on Cct 31.

Dr Mahathir said: "I leave it to ny successor.”
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