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Par| i anent - SAR
| SSUE ON SAR DRAWS HEATED DEBATE | N PARLI AMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, March 12 (Bernama) -- Opposition | eader Datuk Seri Abdul
Hadi Awang was enbroiled in a heated debate w th backbenchers on the issue
over Sekol ah Aganma Rakyat (SAR) at the Dewan Rakyat today.

The debate turned intense when Mahfuz Omar (PAS- Pokok Sena) interrupted
Abdul Hadi during the debate by stating that Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Syed Sirajuddin Putra Jamalullail "was al so involved" w th Barisan Nasi onal
(BN) | eaders in the issue over SAR which was said to have devi at ed.

Mahfuz cl aimed that BN | eaders had dragged the Yang di - Pertuan Agong by
bringing up the issue of deviations by SAR which had frequently been stated
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

"The royal address by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong was witten by BN
| eaders because the matter (SAR) has not been endorsed by the Rulers
Council ," he said.

During the debate, Abdul Hadi said His Majesty's royal address which
had stated that the governnent did not want to assist Islamc religious
school s that were found to have deviated was a serious allegation and nust
be debat ed.

Deputy Defence M nister Datuk Mohd Shafie Apdal then interrupted to
express his dissatisfaction on behalf of the governnent.

"What was being clained had belittled H's Majesty,” he said.

This drew the protest of several opposition nmenbers who said that he
shoul d not have interrupted or sought clarification because it was the
Qpposition Leader's turn to speak.

The repeated warni ngs by Deputy Speaker of the Dewan Rakyat Datuk Lim
Si Cheng were ignored by both the backbenchers and opposition nenbers.

Dat uk Raja Ahmad Zai nuddin Raja Omar (BN-Larut) then rose up and cited
Standi ng Order 33(6) on speeches that could not be referred to the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong and the Rul ers.

The situation in the house becane nore intense when Parlianentary
Secretary of the Education M nistry Datuk Mahadzir Mhd Khir (BN Sungai
Petani) stood up to refute the allegation that the governnent had received
instruction fromthe United States to close SAR foll owi ng the emergence of
extrem st and mlitant groups, and clarified that the government had never
intended to shut down SAR

Mahadzir's reply, however, was not accepted by Abdul Hadi and the ot her
opposi tion nmenbers. Abdul Hadi al so clained that the governnent had
hi j acked the PAS nmenorandum on the issue over SAR sent to the Rulers’
Counci| which had a neeting today and woul d conti nue tonorrow.

The house will sit again tonorrow
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