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JAPANESE FI NANCE M NI STER CALLS ON DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 11 (Bernamm) -- Japanese Finance M nister Masajuro
Shi okawa, currently on a two-day visit to Malaysia, today called on Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at his office here.

Shi okawa, who arrived here yesterday, was al so schedul ed to nmeet Deputy
Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi | ater today.

Shi okawa, who is al so the chairman of the Japan- Ml aysia Association in
Japan, woul d neet Japanese business | eaders in Ml aysia.

Japan and Mal aysia are significant trading partners, with Tokyo anong
Mal aysi a's top export markets.

It absorbed 10.6 percent of Malaysia's exports in Cctober 2002
anmounting to RVA. 3 billion, higher by 6.3 percent fromthe previous nonth,
mainly due to an increase in the intake of |iquefied natural gas,
el ectrical and el ectronic products and wood products (19.3 percent).

I mports from Japan in October |ast year anounted to RWM.9 billion. --
BERNANA
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