22 SEP 2003
Jef frey- Sook (News Focus)
JEFFREY TRI GGERS POSSI BLE " SAI LANG BATTLE" | N SOOK

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 22 (Bernama) -- Kampung Ri nbayan in Keni ngau, about
80 kil ometers fromhere, is a quiet place that is rarely heard of.

However, last Sunday this tiny rural village was jolted when
controversial Bingkor State Assenbl yman Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan dropped a
bonshel |l -- declaring that he m ght contest in Sook in the next State
el ections as a "Barisan Nasional (BN) independent candi date."

Under standably, it is quite comon for any politican to contest any
el ection on any ticket but Dr Jeffrey's nove in wanting to contest in Sook
i nstead of defending his Bi ngkor seat has taken many by surprise.

And with the State el ections drawi ng near, this devel opnent could be a
prelude to many nore el enents of surprise as the State BN Government braces
itself for a clean sweep of the 60 State seats at stake in the com ng
el ections.

The question being asked is whether Dr Jeffrey woul d be given a chance
to stand as an "i ndependent” BN candi date i n Sook

Chi ef M nister Datuk Miusa Aman, who is al so State BN chair man,
dism ssed it saying: "There is no such thing as a BN i ndependent.

"W support only candidates fromthe BN (conmponent parties)...we don't
support independents or independent candi dates fromthe BN."

That nmeans that the political future of Dr Jeffrey, who is without a
political party, is hanging in the balance. It could well be over.

The predoni nantly Kadazandusun Mirut Sook constituency used to be
represented by the present Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) president, Tan
Sri Joseph Kurup, in the State Legislative Assenbly before the seat was
renoved during the re-delineation of electoral boundaries in 1994.

However, it was reinstated follow ng the re-delineation exercise early
this year. Under the exercise, Sabah, with 48 State and 20 Parlianmentary
seats now, gets an additional 12 State and five Parlianentary seats.

The additional State seats are Sook, Karanbunai, Luyang, Kapayan,
Menbakut, Pagi natan, Liawan, Gum Gum Tungku, Bugaya, Apas and Tanj ung
Batu, while the five Parlianentary seats are Kota Ki nabal u, Kimanis,

Pensi angan, Batu Sapi and Kal abakan.

Goi ng by what Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said during
the recent PBRS congress in Keningau, that the party "will not be forgotten
inthe comng State el ections”, many anticipate Kurup to be chosen to
contest in Sook on a BN ticket.

"Assuming that Dr Jeffrey is not allowed to contest as a BN candi date
and he goes ahead as an i ndependent candidate, then | think it will be a
showdown between hi mand Kurup," said a veteran local political observer,
| skandar Martin Gayo.

"I'f that happens, it will be a "sai lang" (all out) battle for them
Both are capabl e | eaders and are known to the voters in the area.”

At one tine, Dr Jeffrey was Kurup's deputy in the PBRS before being
sacked on July 15, last year, followi ng a power-struggle in the party.

Both had then clained to have won the president's post but the
Regi strar of Societies |later declared Kurup as the righful PBRS president.
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