25 JUL 2003
JETRO- SME
JETRO & JACTI M TO SEND SME BUSI NESS M SSION TO M SI A

KUALA LUMPUR, July 25 (Bernama) -- The Japan External Trade
Organi sation (JETRO) will despatch a small and nedi umenterprises (SMES)
busi ness m ssion fromJapan to Malaysia fromJuly 27 to 30.

To be |l ed by GCsanu Wat anabe, Chairman and CEO of Jetro, the business
m ssion is also jointly organised by the Japan Chanber of Trade and
I ndustry in Mal aysia (JACTIM.

The joint JETRO JACTIM (JJ) business m ssion conprising 47 conpani es
and organi sations ains to expand busi ness through investnent, technol ogy
ti e-ups and exports and i nports of conponent parts and raw materials, Jetro
said in a statenent today.

Jetro said both organi sati ons put together the business mssion in
response to a proposal fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
who had asked for Japan's assistance in pronmoting and strengthening
Mal aysi an supporting i ndustries.

During the visit, Watanabe will also call on Dr Mahathir and his
deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi on Tuesday.

The JJ business mission cones after the Jetro office in Kuala Lunpur
had successfully arranged for 41 nmajor Japanese manufacturing firnms to neet
Mal aysi an SMEs at the SM DEX 2003 Busi ness Matching session at the Putra
Worl d Trade Centre here recently.

JETRO KL's "Reverse Exhibition or Ml aysi a-Japan Partnership
Exhi bi ti on", was based on a concept whereby buyers will display
parts/ conponents that they wi shed to procure.

It was hel d back-to-back with SM DEX 2003, an annual exhibition
organi sed by the Smal|l and Medi um I ndustries Devel opment Corporation
(SM DEC), an agency under the Mnistry of International Trade and Industry
(MTI).

During the three-day event, 92 business neetings were arranged between
t he Japanese manufacturers and Mal aysi an SMEs sai d JETRO Kual a Lunpur
managi ng director, H roo Suzaki

Fol | ow-up di scussions and visits to the respective conpani es were
carried out after the exhibition.

"This is what we want and fromthere they will do their respective
negotiations. We will monitor this situation," said Suzaki

He al so stressed that the objective of the exhibition was to enhance
busi ness between Japanese compani es and Ml aysi an suppliers to survive in a
nmore conpetitive globalised world, especially with the econom c energence
of Chi na.

Among the exhibitors at the Ml aysi a-Japan Partnershi p Exhibition were
Mat sushita, Sony, Hitachi, JVC,  Canon, Sharp, Toyota, Kayaba, Honda and
TDK. -- BERNAMA
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