30 COCT 2003
Mahat hi r - Jews
JEWS TOLD NOT TO | LL- TREAT OTHERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- On the eve of his stepping down as
prime mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad rem nded the Jews today not
toinflict sufferings on others, just |ike what they had gone through
bef ore.

The prime mnister said that al though the Jews had suffered a great
deal in the past, they nmust remenber that when they were ill-treated by the
Eur opeans, they ran to Muslimcountri es.

He said the Jews nust renenber that the Miuslins were the ones who

hel ped them when they were ill-treated by the Europeans and t hey shoul d not
think that they were the chosen people that could not be criticised.
"The Muslins have never ill-treated the Jews, but now t hey are behaving

exactly in the way that the Europeans behaved towards them against the
Muslinms," he told a news conference after chairing the Umo suprene counci
nmeeting for the last tinme as party president at its headquarters here.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked if he had any parting shot for the
Jews follow ng his speech at the 10th Organi sation of the Islamic
Conference (O C) Summit in Putrajaya two weeks ago.

H's statenent at the sumrmt that the Jews "rule the world by proxy" was
taken out of context by the Western nmedia, resulting in condemation from
West ern and European | eaders.

Dr Mahathir said: "W synpathised with them (Jews). W are very sad to
see how the Jews are ill-treated by Europeans.

"But they must renenber that when they were ill-treated by the
Eur opeans they ran to Muslimcountries in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and in
Egypt even," he said, repeating the historical perspective.

"We (Muslins) have done no wong. They (Jews) have taken | ands
bel onging to the Muslins," he said.

He said that supposing that part of Britain and America was taken away
and given to the Jews as Israel, the British and the Anericans woul d not
sit quietly and say it was alright and wel cone t hem

"Do you expect the Pal estinians to accept being expelled fromtheir own
country and their own country being taken away and given to the Jews?" he
sai d.

He said it was not a religious issue but a territorial one.

"You take sonmeone's land and we will fight for it.

"Of course you take the land of the Red Indians and nassacre them or
you take the land of the Aborigines and kill the whole | and, and shoo them
to one side, of course these people have no way to fight,"

"But those who can fight back, they fight back," he said.
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