22 MAY 2003
Package- Reacti on
JOHOR PROPOSES CARGO CI TY TO BOOST ECONOWY

JOHOR BAHARU, May 22 (Bernama) -- Johor woul d conplenment the federa
governnent's econom ¢ stimulus package by setting up a "cargo and airport
city" in Senai, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul CGhani O hnman sai d today.

He said the proposed facility near the Sultan Ismail Airport here was
part of an integrated transport service ained at turning Senai into a
regi onal cargo hub

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mohanmad has nentioned that we
need to seek new sources of growh, and we know that transport services are
needed by the world nmarket," he told reporters after |aunching the
state-level Teachers Day cel ebrati ons here.

Abdul Ghani said the Port of Tanjung Pel epas (PTP) and the Pasir Gudang
Port were al so conponents of the integrated transport centre envisioned by
the state governnent.

He said this when comenting on the RM7.3 billion strategic economc
package unveiled by Dr Mahat hir yesterday to stinulate the country's
econony in the face of global uncertainties.

Abdul Ghani said it was a tinely package that would bring | ong-term
benefits to the country.

In | PCH, the Mal aysi an Federation of Private Educational Institution
Associ ati ons wel coned t he package, saying the additional RVbOO million
all ocation for the Skills Devel opnent Fund woul d save 1, 200 private
vocational training centres fromclosing down.

Most of the centres had been in dire straits since newloans fromthe
fund were frozen |l ast March, and the new all ocati on woul d enabl e sone
100, 000 students to continue with their studies, its secretary-general
Nor di n Abdul Ml ek, said

It was estinmated that 50,000 students of 1,800 accredited centres
t hroughout the country had been forced to stop their studi es because of
fi nanci al problens, he said.

The 1,800 centres, accredited to the National Vocational Training
Council, included 600 owned by t he governnent, he said.

"We are thankful to the government for this additional allocation,
which will ease the burden of students and enable private centres to
conti nue operating,"” he told reporters.

The federation groups Perak Private H gher Education Institutes (IPTS),
Nati onal Association of Bum putera | PTS and National Association of Private
Education I nstitutes.

In KUALA LUVPUR, Felda Chairman Tan Sri Dr Yusof Noor said the steps
spelt out in the package woul d enabl e the | and devel opnent authority to
better plan its devel opnent strategies.

The package was inportant for Felda as it was an agency directly
i nvol ved in econom c activities through oil pal mproduction and small- and
nmedi um scal e i ndustries, he said.

"The investnents to be nade by Felda will be streamined with the
package and Felda will work out a revolving fund in Felda itself so that
money spent woul d give returns to the whole Felda community," he said.

Taking cue fromthe prine ninister's announcenent, Felda would see to
it that part of its financial allocation would be used to create a housing
| oan schene to help Felda settlers and staff own houses, he said.

Rural Devel opment M nister Datuk Azm Khalid said the mnistry would
intensify economc activities for rural areas to narrow the inconme gap



bet ween rural and urban people, which has been w deni ng since 2000.

"One new approach is that all ways of inplenmenting work the traditiona
manner shoul d be revanped by using nodern technol ogy to boost the rura
people's income,"” he told reporters after |aunching the Yamaha G MAX Gol f
Buggy.

The package provides a RM300 million allocation for the rural sector.

"This allocation of RM300 million should be spent on nodern technol ogy
to inprove certain processes, |ike buying new boats for fishernmen and
speedi ng up the production of handicraft products,” he said.

He said workers in the agriculture sector were nore than 60 years old
and their ability to boost output was |imted.

On the other hand, the use of new technol ogy would attract the younger
generation to work in the rural areas, he said.
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