21 JUL 2003
Qur ani c- Assenbl y
JOHOR TO HOST 46TH NATI ONAL QURANI C RECI TERS ASSEMBLY

JOHOR BAHARU, July 21 (Bernama) -- Johor has been chosen to host the
46t h national -1 evel Quranic Reciters Assenbly over five days, beginning on
Sept 9, the Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent, Datuk Abdul Hamd
Zai nal Abi din, said today.

He said the assenbly, to be held at the Johor Baharu Gty Counci
I ndoor Stadiumhere, will be opened by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad and cl osed by the Sultan of Johor

Speaking to reporters after chairing the first neeting of the
assenbly's main conmttee here, Abdul Ham d said the theme, as used at
state-level assenblies, was "Appreciating the Beauty of |slam Together"

"This theme ains to pull Mislinms towards the contenplation and
interpretation of the beauty of |slamas denmanded by the Quran and
t eachi ngs of the Prophet," he said.

As in previous years, he said, the assenbly woul d be tel ecast live by
Radi o Tel evi syen Mal aysi a.

Abdul Hami d said the assenbly was open to a nale and female reciter
fromevery State, besides the reigning chanpi ons.

"As usual, we invite a "qgari" and "gariah" fromevery State and it is
up to the respective States to send in their applications,” he said when
asked i f Kel antan and Terengganu woul d send fenale reciters.

In several earlier assenblies, both States under Pas rule only sent a
mal e reciter each
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