30 CCT 2003
Par | i ament - Mahat hi r (Pol ari sati on)
JO N BN FOLD TO CHECK RACI AL POLARI SATI ON- DR M TO OPPGCSI TI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
suggested that the opposition join the Barisan Nasional to avoid racia
pol ari sati on.

He was replying to Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) during Question Tinme
in the Dewan Rakyat. Dr Tan asked what was the nobst inportant action that
needed to be taken to avoid racial polarisation.

Dr Mahathir said there was no racial polarisation within the 14-party
Bari san Nasional as all of themsat together at one table to discuss
sensitive issues.

"We discuss without any enotion or flare-up and decide on the action
t hat needs to be taken," he said.

He sai d when discussing the question of the vision school, for
instance, all 14 BN parties representing the various races agreed on a
si ngl e approach

"Thus we can act harnoniously," he said.

Now t here were opposition attenpts to copy the BN approach, he added.

"W see this copying which has not been very successful...sone want to
have Hudud Law...while others hate the Hudud with sonme sayi ng Hudud Law
only over their dead bodies," the Prine Mnister said.

"All this they cannot resolve.. now they want tol erance so that they
can cooperate...when there is this imtation, the quality will not be that
good...so nmy answer is join the BN...sinple," he said.

The House was in stitches when Dr Mahathir |ikened the opposition
Menbers of Parliament to "burung tiong" (thrush) as they are fond of
pi cki ng up and repeating the phrases often used in western countries.

He referred to the phrase "Tyranny of Majority" often used in western
countries used by Mohaned Nasir Che Daud (PAS-Kual a Krai) when asking a
suppl enent ary questi on.

He al so took a swi pe at the opposition for questioning every nmega
proj ect inplemented by the governnent.

"When we want to build the Penang Bridge before, the opposition was
very angry but now the peopl e want another bridge... not enough with one,
t hey want anot her

"W will build the second bridge if not the people in Penang wll
follow (Datuk) Malik Mydin to swi meveryday (comute from Seberang Prai to
Penang)," he said to the | aughter of the House.

Bef ore posing his supplementary question, Dr Tan recited a poetry in
honour of Dr Mahathir for his contributions to the country.

Followi ng is the poem

"Anak merpati di sanbar hel ang

Ter bang kedi di di dal amrumah

Hari mau mati neni nggal kan bel ang

Manusi a mati neni nggal kan nama".
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