17 OCT 2003
O C Medi a
JOURNALI STS SCORNFUL OF WESTERN MEDI A REPORTS OF PM S SPEECH

By: Shakir Husain

PUTRAJAYA, COct 17 (Bernamm) -- Journalists covering the 10th
Organi sation of the Islamc Conference (OC) Sunmt here on Friday sharply
criticised Western news organi sations for provoking a controversy over
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s speech at the summ t

openi ng.
Quoting selectively fromthe speech on Thursday, the Western nedi a
presented the prime mnister's conments as "anti-Jew sh," leading to

criticismin the US and Europe.

"I't was an attenpt to nmalign Dr Mahathir," Shei kh Manzoor Ahned, a
senior journalist with United News of India news agency said.

"He is a nodern, broadm nded and progressive | eader, who has al ways
spoken out agai nst vi ol ence," Ahned added.

Dr Mahathir told the sumrt, attended by 33 heads of state and
governnent, that a fewmllion Jews held sway over the affairs of many
powerful countries while the world's 1.3 billion Miuslins were hum liated
and exploited by big powers.

"The Jews rule by proxy. They get others to fight and die for them"
the prinme mnister said, explaining howthey had survived and overcone
centuries of persecution in Europe.

He exhorted the Miuslins to becone economically and technol ogically
powerful if they were to live with dignity.

Al Jazeera Arabic TV channel reporter Shehata Awad said "this is not
the first tinme" that the Western nedi a had caused controversy about the
| eader of an Islanic nation

"Whenever Islanic | eaders and officials talk about the Jew sh dom nance
of the world, the Western nedia distorts the nessage and spreads lies,"” he
said, adding that "this reflects the Jewi sh | obby's control on the Wstern
news organi sations.”

Even before the frenzy of criticismof the prine mnister's speech
could subside in Israel, Europe and the US, the Wstern newsw res goofed up
one nore time by saying that Ml aysia had "apol ogi sed"” for the speech.

Respondi ng to medi a questi ons over the controversy, Foreign M nister
Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said the speech shoul d have been considered in
its entirety and that it was regrettable that it was misinterpreted in sone
circles.

Western reporters pronptly put out a news, which was |ater posted on
many websites, that Mal aysia was "sorry" for the prime mnister's speech.

Private news agency United News of Bangl adesh reporter Saiful Huda, who
listened to Dr Mahathir's address, said "the spirit of the speech was not
there" in the Western reports.

"They intentionally twi sted the speech. It is a msinterpretation of
facts and of what Mahathir said," she said.

Shushi Ckazaki, a reporter with the Japanese newspaper Akahata, al so
di sagreed with the way the speech was sensationalised in the United States,
| srael and sonme European countries.

"The core idea of the speech is not anti-Jew sh, but the need for
Musl i s to noderni se thensel ves and becone stronger. Mahathir used the
comment s about the Jews as an exanple so that the Muslins can realise their
weaknesses, " he said.

He said Western journalists had the tendency to "practise
sensational i snt because "they just pick what suits them"



Yasuo Ogata, a Japanese parlianment nenber attending the OC Summit as a
guest, described the conference as "very inpressive."

He said the Western nedi a does not |ike Mahathir's "ideas, philosophy
and hi s outspokenness” in addressing issues.
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