17 AUG 2003
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KADI R REGRETS PUBLI C S RELUCTANCE TO FLY THE JALUR GEM LANG

MELAKA, Aug 17 (Bernama) -- Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk
Paduka Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir has expressed his di sappoi nt nent over the
public's reluctance to fly the "Jalur Gem | ang"” in conjunction with the
Mer deka Mont h cel ebrati on.

"I amvery sad, it has been four years since the government changed the
Mer deka cel ebration concept (to one nonth fromAug 17 until Sept 16), but
many are still reluctant to fly the Jalur Genmilang,” he told reporters here
| ast ni ght.

He said this reflected the people's lack of patriotismfor the country,
which ultimately could give rise to detrinmental consequences.

"Love for the country should be synbolised by all regardl ess of race,
religion, culture and political belief. W have conmittees at state,
district and village levels but still many are reluctant to fly the
national flag," he said.

Abdul Kadir said the governnment had conducted many canpai gns i ncl udi ng
that made through the el ectronic and print nedia to encourage Mal aysians to
fly the national flag.

On the national -1evel Merdeka Month cel ebration canpaign to be | aunched
by Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badawi here tonight,
Abdul Kadir said preparations for the event were proceedi ng snoot hly.

"This year's theme is to recall the scene at Padang Pahl awan on Feb 28,
1956 when (Malaysia's first prime mnister) Tunku Abd Rahman returned from
London to announce the date for declaration of the country's independence, "
he sai d.

He said nmany of the country's Merdeka veterans woul d be taking part and
Abdul | ah woul d be escorted fromJal an Bendahara to Padang Pahl awan, a
di stance of five km by bikers and fl ag-bearers.

Abdul Kadir said the Aug 31 National Day parade would be held in the
Federal Territory of Putrajaya to synbolise the nation's gratitude to the
contributions nmade by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

He said 100 print and electronic nedia journalists worl dw de had been
invited to cover the parade, to be held for the first tinme in the federa
adm ni strative capital

Abdul Kadir said foreign tour and travel agents were also invited to
wi tness the occassion in efforts to make it an annual tourist attraction.

"This is an econom c way of giving publicity and pronoting the National
Day parade round the gl obe,"” he said.
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