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KAZAKHSTAN CALLS FOR THE PROMOTI ON OF | NTER- RELI G QUS DI ALOGUE

PUTRAJAYA, COct 17 (Bernamm) -- Kazakhstan says "creative interaction”
of religions, states and governments is extrenely inportant at a time when
the world is facing global chall enges and threats.

Kazakhst an Presi dent Nursultan Nazarbayev said his country, being a
uni que state in terns of religious tolerance and inter-ethnic harnony,
attached great inportance to pronoting di al ogue between religions.

He sai d Kazakhstan had initiated and hosted the first Congress of Wrld
and Traditional Religions in Astana |ast nonth.

"Al'l the participants recognized this inter-religious dialogue to be
i nstrunental in sustaining peace and accord between peopl es, strengthening
international security and stability," he said in his speech to the 10th
Organi sation of the Islamc Conference (OC) Summt at the Putrajaya
Convention Centre.

H s speech was read out by Kazakhstan Forei gn M nister Kassynzhonart
Tokayev, who led the Central Asian republic's delegation to the OC Sunmmit.

"The aphorism'there is no peace in the world w thout peace anpbng
religions as well as there is no harnmony anong religions w thout dial ogue
anong them is relevant today as never before," said Nazarbayev.

"Through nutual tolerance, assistance and partnership we can achieve
success in conbating international terrorism proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, drug trafficking and ecol ogical pollutions,"” he said.

Congratul ating Mal aysia on its election as O C chairman, he said under
the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, Ml aysia
had al ready made a great contribution "to transformthe 57-nmenber
organi zation into a conpetent and authoritive international structure."

"The Organi zati on has becone very inportant in pronoting spiritual and
cultural values with the aimof providing peace throughout the world.

"W in Kazakhstan are in favour of enlightened Islam that's the reason
why we are insisting on enlightening ourselves, on devel opi ng our econony,
on upgrading living standards of our peoples in order to protect the record
of our comon religion in the eyes of the international community," he
sai d.
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