10 JUN 2003
SABAH- KADZANDUSUN
KCClI TO UNVEI L MASTERPLAN TO HELP KADAZANDUSUN | N BUSI NESS

By: Newnond Ti bin

KOTA KI NABALU, June 10 (Bernama) -- The Sabah Kadazandusun Chanber of
Conmerce and Industry (KCCl) will unveil a nmasterplan to encourage nore
non- Musl i m Bumi put eras, especially anong the Kadazandusun Murut ( KDV
comunity, to venture into Small and Medi um Enterprises (SMES).

Its president, Datuk Ajit Galun, said the proposed nasterplan, which
centred on the availability of Mcro Credit Scheme offering | oans of
Rw20, 000 and bel ow from Bank Pertani an Mal aysia (BPM and Bank Si npanan
Nasi onal (BSN), woul d be tabl ed at the chanber's next suprene council
meeting this nonth.

"W will discuss the masterplan in detail before inplenenting it. Qur
focus will certainly be on business opportunities in the agriculture and
tourismsectors such as the typical KDMfood and traditional dress (kain
Mar udu) .

"KCCl is serious in helping the KDM comunity to succeed in business
ventures. That's why KCCl will cone up with a masterplan," he told Bernama
her e today.

Ajit said the KDM shoul d grab the opportunity offered through the Mrco
Credit Schenme as it would assist themfinancially to start their business,
nmore so that applications for such | oans could be processed within a week.

"This is a good opportunity for the KDM community to start their own
busi ness, albeit on a small scale initially," he said.

On May 21, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad announced new
measures to stinulate the nation's econony and one of themwas to
stream ine and strengthen the mcro credit programre.

It included the restructuring of BPMto beconme a nmicro credit bank to
manage | oans for small businesses and enterprises in the agriculture sector
with a sumof RVbOO million being provided under the Mcro Credit Schene.

Apart fromthat, it provided an additional fund of RM00O million to
Amanah | khtiar Mal aysia (AIM and placing AlMunder the credit scheme of
BPM besi des a new fund of RMBOO million under the schene for BSN to finance
non-agri cul ture projects.

On the future of the agriculture sector in Sabah, Ait said: "There is
a huge potential provided they (KDM comunity) are ready to develop it on a
comer ci al basi s.

"As far as | can see, there is a huge potential in farm ng especially
pi neappl es, tapioca and durians but the problemis marketing. The
government coul d hel p out here.”

He said that there should be nore pronotion for "Tenom cof fee" as
greater awareness woul d then enhance its marketability and providing
busi ness opportunities to the KDM conmunity.

On |l ocal KDM food, Ajit said: "There is a good market as it is unique.
But there is no restaurant serving these dishes although they are quite
popul ar anong the tourists during the Harvest Festival. This is one area
t hat rmust be tapped.”

In this respect, he urged the KDM conmunity, including fresh graduates,
to start their own business on a small scale initially.

Ajit said since the setting up of KCCl about eight years ago, it had
grown and now has about 500 nenbers with several of them achieving
corporate status.

He said in line with KCCl's main objective -- to unite businessnen and
KDM pr of essi onal s for the good of the community -- KCCl woul d continue to



hel p source for business opportunities be it in governnent or private
sectors. -- BERNAMA
NT TJK
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