18 JUN 2003
Kel ant an- Wat er
KELANTAN NO TO WATER MANAGEMENT BY FED GOVT

KOTA BAHARU, June 18 (Bername) -- The Kel antan government have deci ded
they will not hand over the managenment of the state's clean water to the
federal governnent.

State Works, Infrastructure and Environment Conmittee chairman Ahmad
Yaacob said the government, through Kel antan Menteri Besar | ncor porat ed,
were still able to nanage the water well.

"W (the governnment) have seen the burden in preparing and managi ng
wat er when there are huge debts, but we will carry out programes in
Kel antan according to our abilities," he told reporters after the state
executive council neeting here today.

On Wednesday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said the
federal government woul d take over the responsibility of devel opi ng and
supplying clean water in Kelantan followi ng the state governnment's failure
to neet the high infrastructure devel opnent costs.

Ahmad said the state governnent had spent RM291 nillion of the RVBOO
mllion soft loan fromthe federal government to devel op a cl ean water
supply for the people.

He said the state governnment would be able to repay the | oan by the
stipulated date in 2010.

Meanwhi | e, State Public Adninistration, Housi ng and Local Governnent
Conmi ttee chai rman Taki yuddi n Hassan sai d 292 | ow and nedi um cost houses as
wel |l as 28 shop houses would be built in Wakaf Mek Zainab with the hel p of
the private sector

He said 137 units of those structures, under the public housing
programre, would also be built in Gua Misang

"The state governnent provides the land while construction costs are
borne by the private sector,"” he said.
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