15 SEP 2003
Mahat hi r - PAS
KELANTAN UVNO HAS GOOD CHANCE | N NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON, SAYS PM

KOTA BAHARU, Sept 15 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that Kelantan Umo has a good chance to recapture the
state government in the next general election as PAS has run out of issues
agai nst the party.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that the present tinme and
situation was ideal for Umo to beat PAS in Kel antan after bei ng defeated
in three consecutive general el ections since 1990.

He hoped that the Kelantan Umo woul d exploit PAS gl ari ng weaknesses
at present.

"PAS' weaknesses (are) they have no issues, when they nake proni ses,
they break their promi ses. Now, they're saying they need not outline what
kind of Islamic state that they want, saying ours isn't but who knows what
kind of Islamic state theirs is," he said after chairing the Kel antan Umo
Iiaison neeting in conjucntion with his visit to Kel antan.

Dr Mahathir said that the Kel antan Umo coul d achi eve overwhel m ng
success if its | eaders heed his nessage, which is to "strongly uphold the
principles of Umo's struggles, Insya-Allah success is assured".

He said that PAS had al so run out of issues to fight Umo with PAS
| eaders making statenents to dispute that Ml aysia was an Islanic state
whereas the world had recogni sed Mal aysia as an Islamc state.

"The world acknow edged Mal aysia not only as an Islamic state but a
nmodel for Islamc countries.

"But PAS has a different definition. Even the G and Shei kh of Al -Azhar
(Dr Sayed Mohamad Tantawi) is not a match for Hadi (Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi
Awang). Actually, Hadi should have been a caliph in this world,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir was referrring to a statement by Abdul Hadi, the PAS
president, who disputed Dr Tantawi who acknow eged Mal aysia as an Islamc
state on the grounds that the world renowned ul ama has been appoi nted by
the Egyptian governnment and not by the ulamas or acadenmi cs of the Al -Azhar
Uni versity.

The Prime Mnister said that Umo's position was al so i nproving due to
the strengthened unity of its | eaders and judgi ng by the very warm wel come
accorded himby the people of Kelantan during his visit to the state this
time.

"During this visit, | see a |large nunber of people, all waving at ne. |
believe a fewdid try to make trouble, to jeer, but the others were very
supportive,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who steps down next nonth, however said he was sad that as
he was ending his tenure, Kelantan had failed to be adm ni stered properly.

"I'"'msad because Kel antan has many Mal ays who are brilliant, extrenely
har dwor ki ng and very capable. In ny office they have taken up the various
posts because in Kelantan there are no jobs.

"Most of the successful officers and busi nessnen are from Kel ant an.
Unfortunately, they cannot adnminister Kelantan thensel ves. That makes ne
sad, " he said.

Comrenting on PAS intention to west nore parlianentary seats in the
next general election, Dr Mahathir said: "They (PAS) al ways nmake projection
to win nore seats.

"I'n 1999, they rode on people faced with m sfortune. They used them
riding hard and won while those people | ost, serves themright," he said.

On the intention of the PAS-1ed Kel antan government to set up a



university in the state, the Prime Mnister said he did not think that the
party would be able to do so.

"I don't think so, as even they thenselves are imoral, they pray to
God who is a thug, how are we to accept them They say God uses obscenity,
if they consider God as using obscenity and (PAS MP Dat uk) Shahnon Ahmed
al so uses obscenity, then in their university, their students will also use
obscenity, therefore lacking in noral values," he said.

Referring to the issue of clean water supply in Kelantan, the Prine
M ni ster gave an assurance that the federal government would strive to
ensure that the people of Kelantan enjoy clean water supply even though the
state was rul ed by the opposition.

He however expressed di sappoi ntnment over the attitude of state PAS
| eaders who were prepared to admt to the people that it was the party
whi ch was responsible in providing such facility whereas the federa
gover nment had provi ded vari ous assi stance.

"The sad thing is that we provide while others admtted doing so," he
said, referring to the nove by the federal government to provide a specia
grant of RMBOO nmillion to Kel antan several years ago to inmprove the quality
of water supply to the state followi ng conplaints by the peopl e of Kel antan
that they were not getting piped water supply due to | ow water pressure.

Asked to conment on the front page report in a newspaper today on the
exposure by the Royal Custons Departnent of a smuggling syndicate towkay
with savings of up to RVA00 million overseas derived fromhis illegal
activities, Dr Mahathir said that action nust be taken if there were proof
of such activities.
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