19 JAN 2003
Must apa- PAS
2003, YEAR OF RECKONI NG FOR PAS, RI SE OF KELANTAN UWNO

KOTA BAHARU, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- This is the year of reckoning for PAS
and the rise of Umo in Kelantan with the eventual return of the state to
its fold in the com ng general election, Datuk Miustapa Mhaned sai d t oday.

The Kel antan Umo Chief said Kel antan Umo was now nore stabl e and
strong conpared to the situation in Novenber 1999 when the | ast genera
el ecti on was hel d.

"In viewof this prevailing situation PAS will |ook for all kinds of
pl oys to create doubts anpong the people over the rise of Umo in the
state," he told reporters after neeting with Post Gaduate Schene officers
her e.

Must apa said this when asked for his views on the banners that have
appeared in parts of Kota Baharu, which read "Ya!l changes have begun, Young
Umo agai nst A der Umo." The banners were believed to have been put up by
PAS.

The banners cane up after the Prine Mnister and Umo President Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad announced changes in the State Umo | eadership on
Thur sday.

Dr Mahat hir appoi nted Kota Baharu Umo head Zaid | brahimas the new
Kel ant an Umo deputy head repl aci ng Dat uk Annuar Miusa (Peringat Unnmo head)
and retai ning Mustapa as State Umo Chi ef.

Must apa sai d PAS | eaders al ways fished in troubled waters and that had
been their work all the time but Kelantan Umo was not in the |east
perturbed by their actions.

He said in Kelantan Umo there were no old or new | eaders as inplied by
PAS.

"Changes are taking place but we are not sidelining anyone. W want
everyone's cooperation. Anyone who can work can continue to do so," he
sai d.

He said all Umo divisions in Kelantan were functioning normally and
di vi sional heads were discharging their duties while the State Liaison
Conmittee was nerely coordinating party activities.

On the Education Mnistry's offer to students of the Public Religious
School (SAR) that they join national schools, Mistapa said PAS was using
this to confuse the people and slandering Umo by claimng that it was
restricting the expansion of |slam

Must apa said he had received reports that that in their dawn religi ous
talk in nosques certain imans were saying "after this we won't even be
al l owed to propagate Islamin the nbosques."”

PAS was doing this to serve its political interests for there were PAS
| eaders who had sent their children for overseas education even to Engl and
whi | e t he kanmpung fol ks were being asked to send their children to the
shanty public religious schools, he added.

Meanwhi l e i n TUMPAT, new State Umo Secretary Nawawi Jusoh said
Kel antan Umo woul d draw up an action plan to west control of the state
t hrough the bal |l ot box.

He said the plan would be inplenented at all levels up to the day when
t he general el ection was hel d.

| ssues such as that surrounding the SAR woul d be explained to the
peopl e so that they woul d not be confused by PAS propaganda.

Nawawi sai d support for PAS had eroded lately through the
i mpl ement ati on of various Federal poverty-eradication progranmes.



The peopl e were now realising that they should support Umo, he added.
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