16 OCT 2003
Kel ant an- Mahat hi r
KELANTANESE DI D NOT VOTE BN DUE TO M SLEADI NG | NFO ON DR MAHATHI R S PQOLI CY

KOTA BAHARU, Cct 16 (Bernamm) -- A sem nar on Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s t hinking was told that one of the reasons why people in Kel antan
did not vote for the Barisan Nasional (BN) was because they did not
understand the basis of the Prine Mnister's struggle.

Kel antan Umo Liai son Cormittee Secretary Mat Nawawi Mat Jusoh said the
opposition parties, especially PAS, purposely confused the Kel antan peopl e
by creating false allegations in order to instil hatred anbng themtowards
Dr Mahat hir's policies.

"This included the policy of standardising the tine between Peninsul ar
Mal aysi a, Sabah and Sarawak as soon as Dr Mahathir becane Prime Mnister,"
he sai d when opening a seminar on "Dr Mahathir, Islamc Thinker" at the
Uni versiti Sains Ml aysia Medi cal Canpus in Kubang Kerian near here.

Mat Nawawi was respresenting National Econom ¢ Action Council (NEAC)
Executive Director Datuk Mistapa Mhaned. About 500 participants fromal
over Kel antan attended t he one-day seni nar organi sed by the Kel antan
Speci al Affairs Departnent.

He said the people of Kelantan were angry because they had to wake up
hal f-an-hour earlier to go to work.

The sane was with the national car project, said Mat Nawawi , where the
peopl e of Kel antan saw the project as wi shful thinking because the Ml ays
could not possibly have the skills to do it.

Mat Nawawi added, the construction of the Port of Tanjung Pel epas (PTP)
i n Johor was al so once regarded by the opposition as a big waste because
the country already had several ports, such as the ones in Kl ang and
Kuant an.

Today, they finally understood why Dr Mahathir decided to construct PTP
as it allowed the Government to cut costs by not having to export Mal aysi an
goods vi a Si ngapore, he said.

"If Kelantan fol ks can understand this and not be confused by the Prine
Mnister's mssion to uphold the integrity of Mislinms, BN Kel antan woul d
not have suffered a huge defeat during the elections,” said Mat Nawaw .
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