02 SEP 2003
Agong- Cooper ati on
KI NG TELLS SOUTH COUNTRI ES TO STRENGTHEN COOPERATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 2 (Bernanmm) -- Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Siraj uddi n Tuanku Syed Putra Janalullail has urged countries of the South
to step up cooperation to tackle multiple challenges in the 21st century.

He said the current global political and economic scenario was
characterised by nultiple challenges, in particular the enmergence of
uni pol ari smand unil ateralism

"There is, therefore, a need for countries in the devel oping South to
work nore closely together in order to face and surnount these chall enges,"”
he said at a state banquet in honour of South African President Thabo Mek
at | stana Negara here tonight.

Al so present were Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul
Rashid and Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad.

The King said Mal aysia and South Africa could see eye-to-eye on npst
i nternational issues and this comobn stance coul d reinforce each ot her
since Malaysia's |argest private sector investnent in Africa was in South
Africa while Malaysia was South Africa's |argest trading partner in the
conti nent.

"The strong historical and cultural |inks between our people, which had
remai ned dormant for centuries, had provided a natural environment for the
exchange of information and experience in ternms of our devel opment,"” he
sai d.

He said Mal aysia was pleased that it was able to contribute and | end
its support to the South African people's struggle for freedom and
denocracy.

He said Mal aysi a had witnessed the courageous struggle for freedom and
justice of the South Afrikaners which had becone the source of pride of al
denocratic nations.

"W al so view South Africa as the vital force of freedomand stability
and the notivating force for social econom c devel opnent throughout the
African continent,"” he said.

H s Majesty said Mal aysia had been follow ng closely the | eadership of
Moeki in managi ng the country, socio-econonm c upliftnent and resol ving
probl ens faced by the devel oping world, particularly in the African
continent.

He said Mal aysia held in high regard Meki's exenplary | eadership in
addressing the chal |l enges posed by political and economic instability,
conflict situations, poverty and the H V/ Al DS pandem c.

"Your initiative in the creation of the New Partnership for Africa's
Devel opnent (NEPAD) will surely result in faster devel opnment of the
countries of Africa," he added.

He al so hoped that the visit by Mieki would further consolidate
bilateral ties, and strengthen econom c and techni cal cooperation between
the two countries.

"The joint advancenent of our bilateral cooperation, particularly
t hrough the signing of the agreenent on Econom c, Scientific, Technical and
Cul tural Cooperation and the Menorandum of Under st andi ng on the
establ i shnment of a Joint Commission Meeting, will result in nore
opportunities being nmade available to our peoples in a truly win-wn
formul a," he said.
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