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Humani t ari an Law
KL HOSTI NG TALKS ON RELEVANCE OF | NTERNATI ONAL HUMANI TARI AN LAW

KUALA LUMPUR, June 9 (Bernama) -- Fifty-three people fromthe
Asi a- Pacific Region are here to discuss the issue of adequacy of the
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) in relation to nodern-day conflicts.

Director of International Cooperation of the Geneva-based Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRS) Dr Francois Bugnion said the issue of the
rel evancy of the | aw had been asked repeatedly by various parties,
especially in the aftermath of Sept 11

"As a consequence of the Sept 11 tragedy, a |lot of questions are being
asked whether the IHL is still relevant in today's armed conflicts."

"There are also allegations that the lawis out-dated and it does not
apply in the gl obal war against terror," he told reporters after chairing
the I HL Regi onal Asian and Pacific Sem nar.

The two-day semi nar brings together governnent representatives, |ega
practitioners and academ cs from Mal aysi a and 20 ot her countries in the
Asi a- Paci fic region.

The senminar will discuss ways of inproving various aspects of the
humani tarian law, in particular how specific provisions of the Geneva
Convention of 1949 for the protection of victinms of arned conflict could be
better inplenented.

It would also identify chall enges posed to existing rules of the IHL
and not go about creating a new | aw.

Dr Bugnion said to obtain as many views as possible, the | CRC deci ded
to organise five expert seminars -- two have been conducted in Cairo and
Pretoria and two others, one in Mexico City next nonth and the other in
Brussel s t his Septenber.

"I'n order to obtain as nany views as possible, we decided to organise
five expert seminars in different regions of the world covering the sane
subj ect matter," he said.

The col | ection of thoughts, ideas and proposals nade by these experts
will then included in a consolidated report which will be presented to the
28th Internati onal Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent in Decenber
this year.

Meanwhi | e, | CRC Regi onal Conmuni cati ons Coordi nator, Francoise
Zanbel I ini said Mal aysi a had been chosen as the hub to pronote the I HL

Bei ng a peaceful and stable country, Ml aysia also had good
infrastructure and | ogistics which made it the best |ocation.

"Besides that Ml aysia al so has a credi bl e and out spoken | eader in
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad whose voice is respected in
the international field," she said.

Inits effort to pronote respect for the IHL, the | CRC al ways reni nded
countries to take all necessary steps to ensure that this | aw was respected
and applied effectively.

Thus | CRC had been conducting many programres to enhance know edge of
the IHL especially anong the arnmed forces of countries so that they were
fully aware of the |HL.

"W are al so educating secondary school children on what the IHL is al
about and will soon start a simlar programme with university students,"
she sai d.

The IHL formed a maj or aspect of International Law and conprises the
rules which, in tines of arned conflict, seek to protect persons who are
not or are no longer taking part in the hostilities and to restrict the



met hods and nmeans of warfare enpl oyed.
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