29 JAN 2003
NAM: Fi | m Fest i val
KL WORLD FESTI VAL 2003 TO STRESS ON PEACE AND HARMONY, SAYS ZAM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 29 (Bernama) -- The Kual a Lunmpur World Fil m Festi val
bei ng hosted by Mal aysia for the first time in conjunction with the 13th
Non- Al i gned Movenent Sunmit next month will enphasi se on peace, harnony,
non-vi ol ence and no di scrimnation, Deputy Information M nister Datuk
Zai nudi n Mai di n sai d t oday.

He said the three-day festival beginning Feb 16 was ai med at showing to

the world that Mal aysia was still in peace and harnony al t hough the world
was in a crisis.
"W will showto the world that Malaysia can still afford to be in a

carnival nood at the backdrop of a crisis-filled world.

"The festival to be held will showto the world the way and nessages
towards peace through filnms so that the participating countries can
understand them" he told a nmedia conference on the festival.

He said the concept of the festival would be different fromthe nornal
filmfestivals which enphasi sed nore on personalities.

"The mai n concept was to send the peace nessage to the world and the
films sent to us should have the el enents towards that,"” he said.

Zainudin said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad i s expected
to launch the festival at the Merdeka Square on Feb 16 while the cl osing
cerenmony woul d be perfornmed by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail on Feb 18 at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel.

He said the governnent had set a target of 50 countries to participate
and 20 countries have agreed so far.

Among themare Italy, France, China, Iran, Japan, the United States and
Thai |l and, he sai d.

The juris selected to judge the novies would be fromthe various
participating countries, he said.

Three prem er awards for the filns that depict the theme and four juri
appreciati on awards based on the novie specifications -- peace, harnony,
friendship and non-di scrimnation -- would be offered to the wi nners.

"The three prem er award winners will also receive cash prizes
commensurating the world-class filmfestival but the quantum has not been
deci ded, " he said.

Zai nudi n said several world-class personalities in the novie industry
woul d be invited for a seminar held in conjunction with the festival
estimated to cost between RVM2 and RMB million.

He said the sem nar would serve as a forumfor local filmindustry
pl ayers and invited personalities to interact with one another and to
exchange i deas on ways to further inprove the country's filmindustry.

"Wthin the short period, artistes and novi e nakers can share ideas,
especially the technical aspects, and to | earn and anal yse novies," he
sai d.

He al so said the public could view the contested novies for free at the
Tanj ung Gol den Vill age Theatre at the Kuala Lunmpur City Centre and Gol den
Screen Cinema in Md-Vall ey Meganal |

"W hope the public will gain something by viewing the filns starred by
artistes fromparticipating countries as well as the technical excellence
shown in the novies," he said.

Asked whet her the festival would be nade an annual affair, he said, it
was a pilot project and woul d not be held every year.

However, it would be the beginning to stage bigger filmfestivals, he



sai d.

"This will pronpt us to host future filmfestivals, naybe once in three
or five years," he added.
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