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KL WORLD FI LM FEST W LL BE ANNUAL EVENT, SAYS KHALI L

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 18 (Bernamm) -- The Kuala Lunmpur World Film Festi val
whi ch ends today, will be an annual event, stressing on the same thene --
peace and harnony, Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wanted the
festival to be continued and not host it only during the Non-Aligned
Movenent (NAM Summit.

"We' ve sought the views of many people and al nost all of themagreed to
the thenme not only to suit present situations but also for the future
because the nessage conveyed t hrough the novies for peace is very
inmportant,"” he told reporters after opening a synposiumheld in conjunction
with the three-day festival,

The one-day synposiumis thened "non-viol ence, non-discrimnation."

Khalil said his ministry considered Dr Mahathir's wish to host the
festival every year as a directive.

He said his ministry would make early preparations to ensure the
success of future filmfestivals.

Khalil said he was confident that the festival would be popul ar and
woul d receive the support and nore participation worl dw de.
"We'll find ways to nake the final selection of novies and to read the

scripts of filnms sent by participating countri es.

"Al'l these are technical nmatters which will be | ooked into by the
organi sing committee," he said.

Khalil said fromthe filns he watched during the festival, he noted
that they adhered to the thene.

On the synposium he was satisfied that nore than 200 partici pants from
in and outside the country, including students fromtertiary |earning
institutions and | ocal filmmakers attended it.

Andrew Vi al of Australia, Iran's Manuchehr Mhanmudi and Dr Mahadi J.
Murad from Mal aysi a tabl ed a working paper titled "Incul cati ng Peace and
Har mony Message In Filni at the synposium

The session was chaired by Dr Anuar Nor Arai from Mal aysi a.

A panel discussion on "Peace, Harnmony, Non-Viol ence and
Non- Di scrim nation Through Filni was attended by Assoc Prof Dr Asiah Sarji,
a lecturer in Media Comruni cation Study Centre from Universiti Kebangsaan
Mal aysi a and Sonkait Vithuranich from Thail and.
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