09 COCT 2003
A C- Busi ness
KOFI ANNAN TO ADDRESSS O C BUSI NESS FORUM

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 9 (Bernanmm) -- United Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan is schedul ed to deliver a special address at the O C Busi ness Forum
here next Wednesday.

He will address the forumfor 10 m nutes from9.20am according to the
forum organi ser, the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute (Asli).

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will open the two-day
forumat 5pmthe sane day, it said in a statenment here.

Held in conjunction with the 10th Organisation of the Islanmc
Conference (O C) Sunmt, the business forum anmpbng others, will address the
chal | enges confronting the Miuslimsocieties arising fromglobalisation,
bridging the digital divide and snmart partnership between public and
private sectors.

The dynamics of Islanmic financial instrunents and their gl obal
potential, harnessing nedia and comuni cations technol ogy, nmanagi ng ri sks
and diversity as well as pronoting econom c integration for the benefit of
the Muslimummah will al so be highlighted at the forum to be held at the
Putrajaya Marriot Hotel.

The business forum to be attended by governnent | eaders, captains of
i ndustry, regional experts, professionals and corporate managers, wll also
be a platformto pronote multilateral support.

"Wth a conbi ned popul ati on of over one billion people and endowed with
rich natural resources, the 57 O C nenber nations have a huge potential for
econom ¢ activities and hol d consi derabl e prom se of conmercial cooperation
between them " the statenment adds.

The forumw Il provide anple opportunities to establish contacts with
| eadi ng i nternational business executives and political |eaders as well as
pronote the voice of nodern, progressive Islamin the world on
i nternational business.

Phi | i ppi ne President G oria Macapagal Arroyo will be the speci al
speaker at the session on "d obal Econony, National M ndset - Securing a
Bal ance" on Wednesday.

Five presidents will speak at the "Special O C Leaders Forum
Facilitating G owh, Advanci ng Peace Through Cooperation in the O C
Nat i ons" the sane day, the statenent says.

They are General Pervez Musharraf (Pakistan), Lt-Gen Omar Hassan Ahmad
Al - Bashir (Sudan), Sulejman Ti hic (Bosnhia and Herzegovi na), Miamar Gaddafi
(Li bya) and IslamKarinmov (Uzbeki st an).

| sl am ¢ Devel opnent Bank President Dr Ahmad Mbhanmed Ali will share his
views at the session on "Pronpting Sustai ned Gowh and Prospects for
Ecnoni ¢ I ntegration Anmong Muslim Nations".

There will al so be workshops on oil and gas, trading and small- and
medi um scal e enterprises, tourism infrastructure devel opnent and food and
food processing during the forum
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