11 AUG 2003
DI ALOGUE- SWAZI LAND
LAST SAID DI ALOGUE FOR DR MAHATHIR AS PRI ME M NI STER

By: Mkhail Raj Abdullah & Siti Hawa O hnan

MBABANE (Swazil and), Aug 11 (Bernama) - For regular participants of the
Sout hern Africa International D alogue (SAID), this week's gathering here
is likely to be a significant and enotional one as it will be Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's swansong in the smart partnership novenent in his
capacity as Prime Mnister of Mal aysi a.

It was Dr Mahat hir who chanpi oned snart partnership, the clarion call
of devel oping countries wanting a "wi n-win" situation based on a
prosper-thy-nei ghbour relationship with partners.

Sceptics to smart partnership anobng nations were nany when the concept
was first nooted at the Langkawi International Dialogue (LID) in 1995.

But since then it has garnered nore believers as evidenced by the
consi stent frequency of LID on the Ml aysian resort island while simlar
editions were also held anbng Southern African countries on the African
conti nent.

In 2001, the dial ogue noved to Uganda, which was an achi evenment of
sorts as it was the first time it was held in an East African country.

Dr Mahathir will arrive here on Wednesday after ending an official
visit to Algeria early Wednesday norning for SAID, which will be officially
opened by King Mswati 11l at an official dinner later that night.

SAID will be held at the Ezulwi ni Dialogue Village, a few kil onetres
outside the capital city here.

There are questions as to whether the LIDwill be continued after Dr
Mahathir steps down as prime mnister but the official progranme issued to
Mal aysi an reporters already includes a nmention of a dialogue next year in
Langkaw .

Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman, the Prine Mnister's special
representative and chairman of CPTM Ltd, the London-based organi sation
whi ch organises the dialogue, said this year's neeting here would yet again
di scuss serious devel opnental issues affecting countries globally and in
particular, African countries.

Security, technol ogy, K-econony and regional issues will be anmpong the
topics to be discussed at the dobal 2003 Smart Partnership |nternational
Di al ogue from Aug 13-17 here.

Dr Omar told reporters recently that the dial ogue woul d enabl e
networking and facilitating the philosophy of snart partnership.

"During the dialogue, we always discuss snart partnership perspectives
in relation to global issues which are current," he said.

The question of security is expected to take on added significance
following the bonb blast at the JW Marriott Hotel in Jakarta |ast week
which killed nmore than a dozen peopl e.

Dr Orar said security was still considered to be a nmmjor concern
because gl obal security would affect |ocal and regional devel opnments in
South African countries.

As for technol ogy, he said the chief concern would be that of
genetically nodified (G foods or crops.

"There is a gl obal debate on GM because it concerns the interest of
devel oped countries and in such debates the needs of devel oping nations are
hardly considered,"” he said.

On the K-economny, he said discussions would revolve on how to benefit
fromthis and for Malaysia to share its experience in dealing with it, in
particular, the establishment of an advisory systemto alert governnent and



the public sector with changes in the econony.

Besi des the gl obal perspective, issues of local interest in relation to
Swaziland are likely to surface during the dialogue, especially pertaining
to the country's current affairs.

Meanwhil e, Dr Orar said SAID had received encouragi ng response from
King Mswati |11, who has shown keen interest in the dial ogue, and was
personally and actively involved in streanmining the programes.

Dr Orar said, at the last count, about 12 |eaders would be attending

t he dial ogue, including Zi nbabwe's President Robert Migabe. -- BERNAMVA
MR/ SHO KTC SHY
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