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NAM Chai r manshi p
LEADERS LEAVE W TH H GH EXPECTATI ONS OF MALAYSI A'S LEADERSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 26 (Bernama) -- Leaders of the Non-Aligned Mvenent
(NAM) are placing high hopes on Ml aysia, as its chairman, to transform the
116- menber mnovenent into a well-respected grouping.

Several |eaders told Bernama that Mal aysia's |eadership of NAM under
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad had cone at a tine when the
devel opi ng nations were facing many uncertainties and chall enges.

They said Dr Mahathir had the skills and experience to steer the
noverment in a new direction, giving priority to South-South cooperation and
enhanci ng North-South relations.

Papua New Guinea Prime Mnister Sir Mchael Somare said Ml aysia woul d
have a big inmpact on the novenent as Dr Mhathir was known for chanpioning
the interests of the |east devel oped and devel oping countries.

He said Dr Mahathir had been doing a good job for Malaysia, a trait
that could be put to effective use for NAM

"l believe he is forthright. He always stands up for his principles,"”
he said.

Mozanbi que' s President Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano, who described the
sunmit as "very good and well organi sed", said NAM nenber countries could
expect a new inpetus and resolve to work together to solve problens |ike
the Pal estine issue.

He said that under Ml aysia's |eadership, the novement would be in a
better position to deal with the problens of Third Wrld countries.

"W understand that if we are together and firm we can engage our
partners outside the novenment and change their perception towards us," he
sai d.

Vi et nanese President Tran Duc Luong described the summit as "a great
success" and said Vietnam would continue to play an active role in the
groupi ng of devel opi ng nati ons.

"Wth the |eadership and chai rmanship of Dr Mahathir and Ml aysia, we
believe the novenent will make further strides and continue to achieve its
obj ectives," he said.

Pal estinian Foreign M nister Farouk Kaddumi said the Pal estinian cause
woul d get nore attention and focus from NAM under the chairmanship of
Mal aysi a.

"The Pal estinian issue was one of the priorities here. W greatly
appreciate the political and material support we received. Dr Mahathir and
Mal aysi a know how to analyse this problem" he said.

Iragi Foreign Mnister Dr Naji Sabri said Irag was expecting a lot from
Mal aysi a' s | eadershi p because the country was known for its active role in
i nternational bodies, including the O ganisation of the Islanic Conference
(a 0.

"We are optimstic Malaysia will present nore to the novenent's
revitalisation, and we pray to God to help Ml aysia...(because this is) not
an easy job, especially at this juncture of the history of mankind," he
sai d.

Tanzani an President Amani Abeid Karune said Dr Mahathir was a pragnmatic
and practical |eader who could transform NAM into an effective
or gani sati on.

"Well, | expect NAMto transformitself into a better organisation. |
believe he can use his skills, which he used to bring success to your
country, to bring nore success to NAM " he said.



Mal di ves Foreign Mnister Fathulla Janeel, who praised the organisation
of the sumrt, said Ml aysia had al ways been positive and constructive in
its views on NAM and ot her organi sati ons.

"I have been a foreign mnister for 25 years and attended many neetings
but the arrangenent here is typical of Ml aysia; the sense of
professionalism" he said.

Col onbi an Foreign M nister Carolina Barco |sakson said Dr Mahathir,
being a |l eader with vision, would be able to transform the novenent into an
ef fective organisation for the devel opi ng worl d.

Egyptian Mnister of State for Foreign Affairs Fayza Aboul Naga said
his country was happy that Ml aysia had taken over the helm of NAM at a
time when the world was full of uncertainties.

"It is actually a blessing for NAM to get the |eadership of Ml aysia. |
want to put on record our great appreciation for the trenendous efforts Dr
Mahathir put into the revitalisation of the novenent through his speech
because that is the recipe for the next three years and beyond.

"The Prinme Mnister has put forward a position that | am sure each and
every menmber will subscribe to fully. W hope Dr Mahathir and Mal aysia will
take and | ead NAM towards revitalisation and activation of South-South
cooperation,” she said.

A record 62 heads of state and governnent attended the summt, which
ended | ast night.
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