28 JAN 2003
Abdul | ah- Umo
LEADERS MUST ACCEPT PARTY DECI SI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 28 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said
Umo | eaders nust accept whatever decision nade by the party |eadership and
not protest if they were asked to retire.

The Deputy Prime Mnister and Umo deputy president said Umo nenbers
shoul d take heed of it because previously there had been cases where
menbers had opposed the party when they were no |onger elected as |eaders.

"It has happened in Umo before when soneone is no |onger needed, he
protested, he did nmany other things, he opposed the party," he told a nedia
conference, here today.

Abdul I ah poi nted out that when an Umo nenber said that he would | eave
it to the party |eadership to nake any deci sion, he nmust accept whatever
deci si on nmade.

"We nmust have principles, (and) the principle is to leave it to the
| eaders and accept the decision made,” he said when asked to comrent on
devel opnents | ately when several Umo | eaders “offered' to retire to nake
way for young blood if required by the Umo | eadership

Anong those who had nade the offer were Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Adnan Yaakob, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and the
| atest was Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdul Sanad.

"If people want to go, what can we do, we should not stop (them...if
(they) don't want to go, it's also difficult,” he said.

Upon returning froma working visit abroad on Sunday, Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad was reported as wel com ng the decision of
several Umo |eaders to retire and not to contest in the next general
el ection because this would give his successor, Abdullah, an opportunity to
"re-arrange everything".

Abdul l ah said it was the view of the Prime Mnister, adding: "W will

see who will follow what the Prime Mnister says, but (if) there are
vacancies, they would certainly be filled, can't wait too long."
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