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LI FTI NG OF SUSPENSI ON NOT AN | SSUE, SAYS KHALI L

PETALI NG JAYA, July 13 (Bernama) -- The MCA's decision to |ift the
suspension on its two Penang state assenbly nmenbers should not be nmade an
i ssue, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today.

He said the decision to reinstate them was referred to Prinme Mnister
and Barisan Nasional chairman Datuk Seri Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and
had his prior approval

Khalil, who is Information Mnister, told reporters this after
launching the ministry's fanmly day celebration at the Sunway Thene Park,
here.

He was asked to comment on the MCA presidential council's decision on
Thursday to reinstate Lim Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Li ang
(Jawi) who were suspended indefinitely on Dec 16 |ast year for abstaining
from voting against a DAP notion opposing the RML.02 billion Penang Quter
Ri ng Road Project (Porr) at the state assenbly.

Yest erday MCA president Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said the party had
referred to Dr Mahathir before nmaking the decision

However, Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said that he was
surprised that the suspension was lifted without first referring to him as
the state BN chairnan.

Khalil said that personally, he felt that all parties, including the BN
components should accept the MCA's deci sion

"It should be resolved before the general election and to ne, it
(lifting of suspension) is no longer an issue because all parties nust |ook
to a solution to the matter,"” he said.

Khalil was al so asked to comment on the National Econonmic Action
Council's (NEAC) nove to publish a series of advertisenents and a bookl et
to reveal the truth behind the inpasse on the water supply talks wth
Si ngapore to counter the republic's allegations.

He said that prior to this, the mnistry, through Radi o Tel evi syen
Mal aysia (RTM), had given attention to the water issue with Singapore and
"we will continue to give information based on our own perspective through
various nmeans includi ng news and docunentaries"”.

Asked on the | atest developnent in RTMs corporatisation, Khalil said
the option letters on whether to remain in the governnment service or to
join RTM Berhad (RTMB) was issued to all the staff nationwi de on June 16
and they had two nonths to opt.

"W are now selecting a full board conprising the board secretary and
two other menbers...when we have appointed the board nmenmbers, we will
deci de on the schedule for the corporatisation,” he said.
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