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Li mbang- Bor der
LI MBANG | SSUE WLL NOT BE REFERRED TO | CJ, SAYS SYED HAM D

PUTRAJAYA, May 26 (Bernanm) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar said today that referring the Linbang issue to the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) is out of the question as it does not involve
overlapping territorial clainms between Ml aysia and Brunei

Instead, he said, anbng the matters to be resolved between the two
nei ghbouring countries were denmarcation of the common border and the
excl usive econom ¢ zone (EEZ) which would hopefully be dealt as a package

"Linmbang in Sarawak is part of Malaysia. This can never be disputed by
any party and is not the issue for debate at the negotiating table," he
told reporters after a special nedia conference on the 'Asean-Japan
Exchange Year 2003' here.

Asked to el aborate, Syed Hamid said: "W share a conmon border,
granting us the right to nmaritime interests including the exclusive
econom ¢ zone. As such, we're seeking an approach as Brunei is also
situated in the same | ocation.

"There're sonme things we're naking clains to over there overl apping
with their clains. Therefore we wish to resolve these and in this respect,
there's a possibility that we'll adopt several approaches to enable us to
resolve themin a conprehensive nmanner."

He said that there had been discussions fromtinme to time between both
sides with each subnmitting its respective proposal to settle the matter.

"But there is no outcone...we could not finalise. This time, there're
certain things that we think are very attactive enough for both of us to
come to an agreenment. W hope we'll be able to finalise a framework
agreenent incorporating certain other things," he said.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Sul tan Hassana
Bol ki ah of Brunei nmet a few days ago in Penang during which they discussed
several outstanding bilateral issues.

Syed Hamid said what was inportant was that there was the intention on
both sides to settle the dispute the soonest possible.

"The date that has been mentioned between both of themis they want to
see it resolved before Dr Mahathir steps down in COctober,"” he added

On the Asean-Japan Exchange Year 2003 of which Malaysia is the
coordinator for the nonth of June, Syed Ham d said that 63 events woul d be
held in this country until the end of the year

Among the highlights are the Japan- Asean Col | oqui um schedul ed
tentatively on June 29-30 and Japan Education Fair organi sed by the
Japanese Graduates' Association of Malaysia on June 27-28.

The exchange year programe was npoted by Japanese Prine M nister
Juni chiro Koi zum during his visits to Asean countries |ast year.

Asean conprises Brunei, Canbodia, |ndonesia, Laos, Milaysia, Mannar,
Thai l and, the Phili ppines, Singapore and Vi et nam
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