20 FEB 2003
NAM W apup
MALAYSI A SET TO PLAY DYNAM C ROLE TO REVI TALI SE NAM

By: Neville D Cruz

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 20 (Bernama) -- Day one of the 13th Non-Aligned
Moverrent (NAM) Summit here saw Mal aysia, as the incoming chairnman,
pronouncing its deternmination to raise the bar in the revitalisation of the
47-year-old nmovenent and mneeting challenges fromthe rich and powerful
head- on.

Speaking at the start of the NAM Senior Oficials' Meting (SOM today,
Mal aysia's Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar set the tone when
he appeal ed to nenber nations to "put our house in order" so that NAM coul d
continue to chanpion the cause of "the weak, the powerless and the
di senfrachi sed".

He rem nded the delegates that the ball was in their court and they
shoul d grab every opportunity available to advance their econonic and
soci al wellbeing and not be intim dated by the devel oped nations.

Syed Hamid asked the NAM countries to be alert to the negative effects
of gl obalisation, double standards, hypocrisy, intolerance, raci smand
threats to their way of life.

"The world is now unipolar in character in which the dom nant, even
hegenoni ¢, superpower veers between isolationism and unilaterlaism thus
creating a lot of uncertainity and disequilibriumin the international
system " he said.

The minister pointed out that the fight against terrorism had brought
out "the worst racist inmpulses"” in several devel oped countries.

Syed Hanid's strong speech was well-received by the del egates who were
profuse in their praise of Mil aysia' s |eadership and Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's role in chanpioning the cause of the devel opi ng
countries and the poor.

Egypt's Deputy Foreign M nister Mhanmed Ezzel dine said Ml aysi a was
wel |l respected in the international arena and it was "very significant"
that NAM had chosen Malaysia to |lead the novenent over the next three
years.

I rani an Deputy Foreign M nister Khoshroo Ghol amali expressed optimsm
that Mal aysia would have a big inpact on the advancement of the novenent
because Mal aysia was highly respected in the United Nations and influential
anong Muslim countries.

Contrary to speculation in the Western nedia on NAM s popul arity and
strength, the novenent is nmarching on and expanding with Tinor Leste and St
Vincent and the Grenadines getting the nod today from NAM senior officials
to join the diverse group of nations, thus boosting its nmenbership to 116.

SOM al so established the Political Committee and the Econom c and
Social Committee, headed by Ecuador and the Philippines respectively.

In a significant nove, SOM agreed to a Malaysian initiative that a
separate statenent be prepared on the situation in Iragq. Malaysia will take
the lead in coordinating a discussion on the pressing issue.

Syed Hamid told reporters at a nedia briefing |ater that NAM coul d not
remain silent on Iraq although its nmenbers had a duty to back any decision
by the United Nations.

NAM shoul d be conmitted to peace, he said, adding that peace had been
the cornerstone of NAM

There was di sappoi ntment anong the del egates today when it was
announced that King Abdullah Il of Jordan, President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
and Li byan | eader Miammar Gaddafi will not be attending the summt.



Del egates were looking forward to their attendance to gain first-hand
knowl edge of the Iraqi crisis.

Those taking part in the Summit will include Mrocco' s King Mhamed
VI, Cuban President Fidel Castro, Afghan President Ham d Karzai, President
Sayyed Mohammad Khatam of Iran, Indian Prime Mnister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and Al gerian President Abdel aziz Bouteflika.

Al'l the Asean |eaders are expected to attend, bringing the number of
| eaders due here to 56 as of today.
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