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MAHATHI R, THE BU LDER OF MODERN MALAYSI A, SAYS RAI S

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is the buil der of nodern Mal aysia, who "has done the
mar at hon act of governing the country as punctuated by a plethora of
devel opnent”, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Seri Dr
Rai s Yatim said today.

He said that Dr Mahathir is also nore than qualified to be aptly
referred to as a statesnan from Asi a.

Not only has he lectured all over the world, he also has supporters in
the Third World, while the South-South endeavour has earned him both
respect and appreciation, he said when |aunching "The Encycl opedia on Dr
Mahat hir bin Mohamad" for the international level at the Islanmic Centre of
Oxford University in England. The text of his speech was also rel eased
her e.

The | ocal |aunch of the 10-vol unme encycl opedi a was perforned by Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi on Sunday.

Rais said that having |led Ml aysia successfully for nore than two
decades, the country has benefited i mensely under Dr Mahathir's
| eader shi p.

Rais said that the Prine Mnister has been coaxing Ml aysi ans to new
hei ghts and new chall enges, and truly believes in the adage "what others
can do we can do better".

In his zeal to create excellence, he said, Dr Mhathir epitonizes many
t hi ngs through | eadership by exanple.

"Dr Mahathir is not one that is likely to be sumred up as a stereotype.
Dr Mahathir is nany things to nany people.

"Reticent yet expansive. Reserved yet warm and spontaneous," he said.

Rais said that as a doctor, Dr Mhathir never stops producing
productive ideas and whenever there is a problem he practises the
physician's style and approach. "The pill nmay be bitter or the injection
pai nful but ultimtely his nedication cures,” he said.

Rais said that as once a long-tine detractor of the Prime Mnister, Dr
Mahathir's nmove to reappoint himin his government proved that "he is not a
vindictive |eader".

I ndeed, he said, Dr Mahathir has opined publicly "in politics nothing
is permanent, only the issues and the struggle are".

Touching on the encycl opedia which represents a |arge segnent of the
Prime Mnister's thinking, anong others, on Islam devel opnment and
education, Rais said that there still remins other aspects of the Prinme
M nister's ideas and thoughts that are very much associated with his
| eadership and the country, strewn el sewhere in books, nmgazines and
newspapers.

He said that there is a need for Dr Mahathir's works, thoughts and
contributions to be housed in a special library so that it would be a focal
poi nt of |earning and research.

"In the West, presidential papers are neticulously conpiled and
deposited into specific purpose libraries even though a president has only
done a stint of four to eight years of public service," he said.

He said that with the worldwi de | aunching of the encyclopedia in
English and Arabic, in a matter of time, the thoughts and contributions of
Dr Mahathir woul d be known nore widely in the English and Arabic-speaking
wor | d.
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