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Sport s- Power boat (N col o)
MALAYSI A HELPS TO RAI SE THE LEVEL OF POAERBOAT RACI NG

By: Asan Ahnad

LAUSANNE, Switzerland, March 27 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia has hel ped to
raise the level of Formula 1 Powerboat World Chanpionship series, the head
of the event's international promoter, N colo di San Gernano said.

He said the excellent organisation of the Ml aysian G and Prix had help
to raise the level of the sports internationally and the result was evident
with the growh of the sport in Southeast Asia.

Singapore is the latest to join the fanmily and will host a second event
in the Sout heast Asian region after Ml aysi a.

Fol | owi ng Mal aysia's success in staging the event in a grand nanner,
nore countries had been | obbying to host the chanpionship including Brune
and | ndonesi a.

"This shows that the event is getting nore popular and is expanding,"”
said Nicolo after the "Award of Excellence for 2002 Season" cerenony at a
dinner at the M nes de Sel de Bex here | ast night. Ml aysia received the
Best Organiser Award for the Formula 1 Powerboat World Chanpi onship 2002
series.

"I am very grateful for the support fromthe Ml aysian Governent and |
feel committed to developing the sports together with H2O Sports Sdn Bhd
especially the "Fornula Future" series, said Nicolo.

He said, the "Fornula Future" drawn-up by Mal aysia, specially designed
for youngsters throughout the country was indeed a great nove and therefore
Mal aysi a was serious not only in popularising the sports but also in
devel opi ng future powerboat drivers.

"I know it is the wish of Malaysia's Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to ensure that the high tech sports becones accessible to
t he young Mal aysi an engi neers," said N col o.

"W in the UMTfanmly are ready to play a part to help develop the
programe, " he added.

For the 2003 season, U M had two new hosts for the event, Sentosa
Si ngapore and Sunset Beach Saudi Arabi a.

Since Mal aysia staged the event in 2001 which was done in a grand
manner, it had helped to increase the nunber of hosts as well as the
popul arity of the sports.
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