18 MAR 2003
Mahat hir-Antarctica
MAHATHI R S ANTARCTI CA EXPEDI TI ON SOON ON ASTRO S DI SCOVERY CHANNEL

KUALA LUMPUR, March 18 (Bernama) -- "Yang (darling), look it's a plane
sitting on ice," said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad to his
wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhanmed Ali during their expedition to
Artarctica |ast year.

Wth a personal video canmera in hand, acconpanied by his famly and
col | eagues, Dr Mahathir captured his first journey to Antarctica, which

will be aired over Astro in its 30-m nute progranme "Postcards From A Prine
M ni ster".
The progranme will be telecast at 8pm on March 23 on Astro's Channel 11

of the Discovery Travel and Adventure Channel. The progranme encores the
foll owi ng day from 8am

According to Astro International Progranm ng Manager Agnes Rozari o,
Astro is proud to present the progranme, featuring an extraordinary
seven-day journey of Dr Mahathir to the ice-covered continent of Antarctica
onboard a Russi an ice-breaker "Kapitan Dranitsyn". The journey started from
Ushuai a, Argentina on Feb 6.

"This programme, narrated by the Prine Mnister, is a first for
Mal aysian TV and is an excellent exanple of the quality edutainnment
progranmm ng Astro offers to it subscribers.

"And it is very anmazing because Dr Mhathir did the voice over in only
about two hours," she told Bernama after a premiere screening of the
docunentary here today.

Meanwhi | e, the Vice-President of Programmi ng, D scovery Networks Asia,
Janmes G bbons said that the programme is exactly what the Discovery Travel
and Adventures channel is all about.

"W witness the suprise, delight and amazenent of the PM and his
travel l i ng conpani ons. The programe al so shows a nore intimte side of the
PM rarely seen on television," he said.

To a question, G bbons said the idea to produce the programe initially
cones from Astro itself.

Azl ina Ahmad, Astro's Features Editor, who directed, co-witten and
co- produced the programe, said that she was very happy to produce the
progranme involving the Prime M nister.
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