14 MAY 2003

MAHATHI R MUSLI M5 CAN DEVELOP ON PAR W TH OTHERS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 14 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
that Muslins can develop on par with people of other religions, or becone
even nore advanced, if they are serious about inproving their |ot by
observing the true Islamc teachings.

"The |slam advocated by Prophet Mihammad is filled with revelations and
pointers for living," the prinme mnister said in the souvenir programe for
the national -1evel Mulidur Rasul celebration at Stadium Putra, Bukit Jali
Sports Conpl ex, here, today.

Dr Mahathir said the Maulidur Rasul celebration was very neaningful for
Musl i ns because it not only recalled the prophet's life but also gave them
awareness to be nore resolute in appreciating Islamand practising its
t eachi ngs.

He said Islamwas a true religion, suitable for all times and al
peopl e and Muslinms should be able to understand and practise it properly
under any condition or at any tine.

Through correct and serious observance of Islam Mislins would be nore
aware about fulfilling the demands of the religion, work harder, strive to
acquire know edge, enhance their resilience and be able to bring out the
beauty in their daily lives, he said.

The celebration with the thenme, "Bersama Hayati Kei ndahan |slanm was
attended by over 10,000 people conprising representatives from the
m nistries, government agencies, institutions of higher |earning, corporate
bodi es, banks and non-governmental organisations.
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