07 SEP 2003
Mahat hi r - Knowl edge
ACQUI RE KNOALEDGE EXCELLENCE, DR MAHATHI R TELLS STUDENTS

JITRA, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today asked
Mal aysi ans, especially students, to constantly strive to acquire excellence
in know edge so that they will not be exploited, humliated and sidelined
in the chall enging gl obalisation era.

The Prime Mnister said the governnment gave attention to know edge
devel opnent and spent nore than RMLO billion fromthe country's
expendi tures every year for the field.

The know edge infrastructures in the country were the best and had won
prai se fromforeign | eaders, he said when speaking at a
"Leader-Wth-The- Peopl e" gathering at Sekol ah Kebangsaan Tunj ang, near
here.

He said students should take advantage of the infrastructures to enrich
their know edge power.

Dr Mahathir said he was sad that sone students did not utilise the
facilities provided by the government but instead wasted their tinme at
shoppi ng conpl exes, with the majority of them Mal ays.

Dr Mahathir al so urged Mal aysians to master Information Technol ogy (1T)
because through it, they could become know edgeabl e peopl e.

He said there were many innovations taking place in the technol ogi ca
field as the people engaged in the field have the expertise on IT.

"We can also do it. But before our people do it, they nust learn first.
There's al so know edge in Sci ence and Mat hemati cs.

Dr Mahathir urged students to master English because many of the
know edge were wiiten in that |anguage.

Al t hough there were Mal ay books on certain know edge, many of them were
translated from Engli sh books.

He said mastering English did not nean that the governnent was ignoring
Bahasa Mel ayu because the national |anguage was still being used but
English is still the I anguage of know edge.

Dr Mahathir al so recounted his student days when he had to acquire
know edge to becone clever to the extent of becomng the country's prine
m ni ster.

"Before, ny father and nother never allow nme to go out of the house

conmpound. 1've to stay in the house and read books. Wen ny father returns
fromoffice and coughs, everybody will run to read the books.
"Because ny father was a fierce man, | studied seriously. I'mfortunate

to receive education. If |I'mnot educated, how to beconme a prime mnister,"”
he said.

At the function, Dr Mahathir presented contributions to about 20 senior
citizens in the Tunjang area.

Dr Mahathir, who was acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, later took a ride on a car invented by five students and seven
teachers of Sekol ah Menengah Tekni k at Jalan Stadium Al or Setar at the
school grounds.

Naned "Jerai Gem | ang" the car was driven by Adnan Nayan, the teacher
who spear headed the project to produce the 1,000cc car

Adnan, who started working on the project in April, took about four
nmonths to conplete the car with a cost of RwWO0, 000.

He said the car would be handed to the Kedah Educati on Depart nent.
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