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MAHATHI R ARRI VES I N SWTZERLAND FOR WORLD ECONOM C FORUM

By: Azman U ang

DAVOS (Switzerland), Jan 23 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad arrived in Zurich Thursday to attend the 33rd annual World
Econoni ¢ Forum (WEF) here which has taken on a sonbre note this year under
the cloud of possible war in Iraq.

Dr Mahathir later took a three-hour train ride to this Swiss resort and
fromthe train station, walked for five mnutes in snow weather to the
Arabel | a Sheraton Hotel, where he is staying during his three-day visit
here.

The Prinme Mnister flewin fromCairo after a two-day visit to Egypt
foll owi ng another two-day visit to Lebanon.

Sorre 2, 000 busi ness and governnent |eaders are neeting here this tine
on the thene, "Building Trust".

The thenme is chosen because since the |ast neeting, confidence in the
security of public and corporate life has been affected as worl dw de
apparently robust institutions have been shattered by disaster and
scandal s.

Dr Mahathir, a regular Davos attendee, is expected to participate in
four sessions over the three days. They are on "Trust and CGovernance for a
New Era", "How the Fight Against Terrorism WII| Change the Wrld,"
"Political Islam and Its Discontent," and "Econom c and Ceopolitical
Implication of the Fight Against International Terrorisni.

Security for this neeting is particularly tight and even Ml aysi an
journalists covering the prime mnister are disallowed access to nost of
t he sessions.

The neeting will focus on six issues -- business, devel opnent,
econoni cs, | eadership, security and val ues.
It will also explore issues and trends across a variety of fields,

rangi ng from science and technology to arts and humaniti es.

Besi des attending and speaking at sone of the sessions, the prine
mnister will also be neeting President A Nazarbayev of Kaakhstan,
Mongolian Prime M nister Nanmbar Enkhbayar and Ukrainian Prine Mnister
Vi ctor F. Yanukovych, on the sidelin

O hers gathered here are King Abdullah of Jordan, forner United States
president Bill dinton, US Secretary of State Colin Powell and the US
Attorney- CGeneral John Ashcroft who will chair the session on "How the Fight
Agai nst Terrorism WII| Change the Wrld", in which Dr Mahathir will be a
panel | i st.

On the Ml aysian side, the other participants are Youth and Sports
M ni ster Datuk Hi shamuddi n Tun Hussein, Petronas president and chief
executive officer Tan Sri Hassan Merican, Bank Sinpanan Nasional chairman
Dat uk Azim Zabidi, Ml aysian Trades Union Congress secretary-general G
Raj asekaran, New Straits Tinmes Assistant Goup Editor Hardev Kaur,
Universiti Malaya economics lecturer Dr K Jonmo Sundram Puteri Umo Chief
Azalina Othnan Said and cartooni st Reggi e Lee.
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