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"MAHATHI R AWARD FOR | SLAM C STUDI ES" LAUNCHED

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 16 (Bernanm) -- The Research Centre for Islamc History,
Art and Culture (IRCICA), a subsidiary of the Oganisation of the Islanic
Conference (O C) today |aunched the "Mahathir Award for Islam c Studies"

The centre's Director-General Prof Dr Eknel eddin | hsanoglu said today
"it was an expression of continious gratitude to Malaysian Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad for the patronage and support that he had
extended to cultural devel opnent and pronotion of scholarly research in the
Islamc world."

"The award progranme ains at pronoting studies on the Islanic
Cvilization and the Islamc cultures anpng young schol ars, "he said when
announci ng the award at the opening of the 10th OC Summit at Putrajaya
Convention Centre here.

He said Dr Mahathir's benevol ent deeds towards devel oping culture, art
and sciences had made Mal aysia a leading role nmodel in the Islamic world
and a source of ispiration for Muslimintellectuals.

The award woul d be given periodically to outstanding scholars readi ng
for their PhD in Islamc Studies. However in the first year of its
introduction it would be for PhDs in Malay World studies, he said.

He said the first award woul d be granted in 2005 to three PhD schol ars
for their successful doctoral dissertations conpleted between 2000 and 2004
and entries nust be submtted before Jan 31, 2005.

Their theses nust consist of scholarly research on any aspect of the
hi story, devel opnent, the past and present of Islamc Culture and
Civilisation in the Malay world.

Theses other than in English nust be acconpanied by a detailed summary
in English of the thesis concerned no |onger than 30 pages.

As a mark of gratitude Dr Eknel eddin also presented a plate to Dr
Mahat hir at the cerenmony which bears the saying of the Prophet Mihamrmad in
calligraphic script.

It reads :The nost blessed of mankind is the one who is beneficial to
the rest of mankind® and was witten and gilded in the classical style by
em nent Arab calligraphers.
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