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MAHATHI R DENI ES REPORTS ON ALLEGED REBUKE BY BUSH

By: Arul Rajoo

BANGKOK, Cct 21 (Bernanmm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed today denied foreign news reports that he was rebuked by U S.
President George W Bush over his remarks nmade at the recent Organisation
of Islam c Conference (O C) Summt.

Referring to foreign wire reports which indicated that Dr Mhathir had
been rebuked by Bush at the APEC informal |eaders' sunmit here, Dr Mahathir
said: "I don't know how people can cone to such a conclusion because | know
for a fact that nobody heard what he said to ne."

"I want to explain that he did pull nme to the side and explained to ne
why he made such a strong statenent agai nst ne."

"And | told himthat | understood (that)...that is all, nothing nore
than that," the prime minister said before a packed press conference at the
end of the 11th Asia-Pacific Econom c Co-operation (APEC) neeting held at
the Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre.

This could probably his |ast encounter with a |arge pool of world media
before he retires on Cct 31, 2003 after 22 years at the helm

A news report from Bangkok today quoted Wite House spokesnan Scott
Mcclell an as saying that Bush had told Dr Mahathir yesterday that the
latter's remarks when opening the O C Sunmit |ast week regarding Jews
controlling the West by proxy were "wong and divisive."

Mccl el an quoted Bush as having told Dr Mahathir that what the prine
mnister said "stood squarely agai nst what | believe.”

Dr Mahat hir was asked whether the Americans were saying one thing in
private and sonmething different in public as the US spokesman had given an
i npression that Bush was critical in the conversation.

"I wont's be able to say but certainly (he did) not rebuke ne. Al he
said was that | (Bush) regret using strong words against nme (Dr
Mahat hir),"...that was what he said to ne.

"l don't know whether his assistant heard it or not but | would ask him
to ask President Bush again exactly what he said, but unless my hearing is
very bad, it is still very good," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Bush did not rebuke himat all and even after that,
both of them practically wal k hand-i n-hand.

He said Bush had in fact also approached his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali, and greeted both of them and they spoke for while.

Asked about his personal opinion about Bush, Dr Mahathir said he did
not like to say things about other people and refused to coment on the
guesti on.

Dr Mahathir's speech, whose overall sentinent called for Miuslins to
unite to resolve their problens and better thenselves, contained several
guotes which irked Western audi ences, especially in the United States,
Europe and Australia, and led themto issue statements of protest.

The prinme mnister had said that "we (Muslins) are actually very
strong. 1.3 billion people cannot be sinply w ped out."

"The Europeans killed six mllion Jews out of the 12 mllion (during
the Second World War). But today the Jews rule this world by proxy. They
get others to fight and die for them" he had said.

To a question whether his remarks about Jews have hurt ties within
APEC, Dr Mahathir said they had not.

"I explained to themthat | can't very well be criticising Mislins
countries without at the sane time pointing out the m stakes and wong acts



perforned by the Jews," he said.

"COf course the press said that (ties have been hurt within APEC) but
not the participants,” Dr Mhathir added.

Asked if he would visit Israel and explain to the |eadership there on
his remarks, Dr Mhathir said he would do that after the Jew sh | eadership
visited Muslim countries and explained why they called Muslins terrorists.

"Then | think it will be fair. So after they have done that, | wll go
to Jerusalem and Tel Aviv to explain why | said all those things," Dr
Mahat hir sai d.

Dr Mahathir's major viewpoints had called for the Mislim Umah not to
resort to violence to resolve problens but rather overcome them
intellectually, but this had been largely ignored by the Western nmedi a
covering the O C gathering.

In an interview Monday with the Bangkok Post, Dr Mahathir criticised
the Western nedia for having taken out of context his conments made at the
OC Sumit |ast week.

“I'n my speech |I condemmed all violence, even the suicide bonbings, and
I told all Muslinms it's about tinme we stopped all these things and paused
to think and do sonmething that is nmuch nore productive,” he was quoted as
saying in the interview.

"That was the whole tone of ny speech, but they picked up one sentence
where | said that the Jews control the world. Well, the reaction of the
worl d shows they control the world," he added.

"The Europeans and the Americans and others want to condemn ne when, in
fact, one chap said all Mislins are terrorists. (ltalian Prime Mnister
Silvio) Berlusconi hinmself nade a statenent that Muslins are terrorists.”

"Did the European Union pass a resolution to say that this is against
Musl i ms?" Dr Mahat hir asked.

"Way is it that when people condemn Muslinms the European Union does not
try to say anything?" he again asked.

Dr Mahathir added,"lsrael is a small country. There are not many Jews
in the world. But they are so arrogant that they defy the whole world. Even
if the United Nations say no, they go ahead. Wy? Because they have the
backi ng of all these people."

Dr Mahathir said he believed that his comments at the O C sunmit were
only partially reported by the Wstern nmedia because "many newspapers are
owned by Jews."

"They only see that angle and they have a powerful influence over
people,” he said."Only their side of the picture is given now The Mislimns,
we are pictured as terrorists, unreasonable people, unable to administer
our countries, unable to develop our countries." -- BERNAVA
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