22 JUL 2003
Sports-English Channel (Mahathir)
MAHATHI R W SHES SW MVER MALI K SUCCESS IN H S ATTEMPT

By: Asan Ahnad

DOVER (London), July 22 (Bernama) -- Youth and Sports M nister Datuk
H shammuddi n Tun Hussein has handed a witten nmessage from Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to Abdul Malik Mydin, w shing the marathon
swi mmer success in his attenpt to beconme the first Ml aysian to swim across
t he English Channel.

In the nessage, Dr Mahathir also wote: "Ml aysia Boleh and | am
confident Malik also “boleh' (can do it). W pray Malik will be
successful . "

H shamruddi n, who arrived here |last week to see Malik prepared hinself
for the swm said he handed over the nessage to 28-year-old sw mer.

"The PM hopes that Malik's attenpt will be successful and be an exanple
to other young Ml aysians,"” he told reporters here.

H shammuddin said Dr Mahathir would also follow Malik's every stroke to
reach Calais in France.

The Prime Mnister, who is also patron of the English Channel projet,
told Malik to do his best in his attenpt, the success of which would be a
pride to all Ml aysians.

Mal i k said he was noved by the support given by Dr Mahathir and woul d
strive hard to realise his dream and also that of all Ml aysians.

"I am noved...even though the PMis not here, he has always being
supportive of ny effort,” he said.

Last night, Ml aysians residing in London held a thanksgiving ~kenduri'
(feast) for Malik at the Malaysia Hall, followed by a "senmbahyang hajat'.

Earlier in the day, the Ml aysian Hi gh Conm ssioner Datuk Salleh Hashim
al so held a reception for Malik.

Al so present were Deputy Secretary-General of the Youth and Sports
M nistry Datuk Talaat Mansor and Youth and Sports Director-Ceneral Datuk
Raj a Rusl an Raja Samah.
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