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Schol ars- Ong
MAHATHI RS STATEMENT | S REASSURI NG SAYS ONG

PUTRAJAYA, July 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s
statenment on the need for the various races to work together has reassured
the non-Mislins of the co-existence between the nulti-racial society in
devel opi ng the country.

MCA President Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting said as the |eader of a plura
society, the Prinme Mnister was speaking through experience when he spoke
on racial cooperation at the opening of the Wrld Conference of Mislim
Schol ars here

"This is the key to Malaysia's success where the Mislins and
non- Musl i ne co-exi st and cooperate in facing chall enges of nation
buil ding," he told Bernana

"Dr Mahathir was speaking from experience, with wisdom..as a
non-Muslim |'minpressed and it is nost reassuring to the non-Mislins,"
said Ong, who is also the Mnister of Housing and Local Covernnent.

Ong was present at the opening of the conference yesterday by Dr
Mahat hi r who, anobng other things, stressed on the need for Muslins to have
the correct interpretation of Islam including the aspect of co-existence
with the non-Mislims.

Dr Mahathir, during the dialogue later, had said: "Some people say that
it is wong even to talk to non-Muslins. It is wong to be in contact with
them to work and to play with them..l think this is a nyth that has to be
renoved. "

Ong said the nessage at the conference, attended by scholars throughout
the world, was nost inportant considering that Ml aysia had been | ooked
upon by other Islamc countries as a nodel.

He said conference participants fromall over the world could observe
the racial harnony in Mlaysia which had enabled the country to devel op

"They see Mal aysia's success, we are not speaking theoretically, we
speak from experience which has been proven," he said.

Ong said he was also nost inpressed by Dr Mahathir's statenent that the
pursuit of know edge should not be confined to religious teachings alone
but also to include other fields including science and technol ogy.

"When | listen to Dr Mahathir's speech, |I'm nore convinced that |slam
is truly an open religion and actually encourages its unmah to acquire
know edge, " he added.
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