22 MAY 2003
SABAH- FOOD
MAJORI TY OF SABAH FOOD MANUFACTURERS HAVE NOT COWVPLI ED WTH FOOD ACT

By: Newnond Ti bin

KOTA KI NABALU, May 22 (Bernamm) -- Majority of the local food
manuf acturers in Sabah had not conplied with the provisions of the Food Act
1983 and Food Regul ation 1985, particularly on nutritional |abelling and
clainms for packed food, although the deadline is Sept 1 this year.

To resolve this, the Federation of Sabah Manufacturers (FSM, in
col l aboration with the Health Mnistry Food Quality Control D vision
organi sed a forum here today to di scuss the issue.

Organi sing Chairman, Al bert Chai, said that the forum was ained at
informng the nore than 500 |ocal food nanufacturers in Sabah of the new
ruling.

"I believe that a l|arge nunber of these nanufactureres have not done
much to prepare for this new ruling," he told Bernana.

Under the Food Act and Food Regul ation Act, food manufacturers nust
indicate the testing on protein, fat, energy value, carbohydrate and sugar
content in their products.

Nutritional labelling is a description to inform consuners of the
nutrient contents of the food.

Chai said that after Sept 1, food manufacturers who failed to conply
with the Act can be fined or jailed.

He said that there was no ground for themto appeal for an extension of
the deadline as the Health Mnistry has given them sufficent notice

Chai, who is a nenber of FSM said that Health Mnister Datuk Chua Jui
Meng has al ready made an announcenent on the matter in 2000 and as such the
food manufacturers could not now claimthat they were not aware of it.

Meanwhi | e, Consunmer Association of Sabah (Cash) president, Patrick
Sindu, said that Cash fully supports the government's nove to punish the
of f enders.

"In fact, this should have been done a long tine ago. But there is no
point in inposing a heavy penalty if there is ineffective enforcenent of
the law, " he said.

He said that the authorities must continue to monitor the food products
being sold to see if the food manufacturers were conplying with the ruling
Meanwhi | e, commenting on the strategic econom ¢ package worth RWM7. 3
billion announced by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad

yesterday, Sindhu said that it was good for the people.

However, he proposed that a "special |oan" be introduced for the
| owi ncome group, especially governnent enployees to avoid "being sucked by
| oan sharks."

"We should get rid of the loan sharks or unlicensed noney |enders, who
normal |y charged exhorbitant interest rates to borrowers...that's why we
need a special loan for this group,"” he added. -- BERNAVA
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