26 OCT 2003
I sl am Mahat hir
MALAYSI A AN EYE- OPENER FOR | SLAM C WORLD, SAYS AUSTRALI AN MJUSLI M LEADER

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 26 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is a nodel for Islamc
countries and its dynam c | eadership is an eye-opener for the Muslim world
where such | eadership is lacking, according to an Australian Mislim | eader.

Abdul Quddoos Al - Azhari, chairman of the Board of Imans of Australia,
said today that he had net many Miuslim | eaders at |ast week's Organisation
of the Islamc Conference (O C) summit in Putrajaya, near here, and
everyone recognised the great contributions Ml aysia had nade to the
advancenent of |slam throughout the world.

He said Malaysia's inpressive success as a hation and in all fields,

i ncluding technology and industrialisation, was evident for all the AOC
| eaders to see and the next three years of the country's |eadership of the
| argest grouping of Islamic countries was "very tinely"

"Al'lah has bl essed Malaysia with quality and capable |eadership in
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his successor Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi . Such | eadership is lacking in nmuch of the Miuslim
world," he told Bernana here.

Abdul Quddoos, who attended the O C summit as an observer, said:" Dr
Mahat hir has done a lot for the ummah (Mislim comunity). He is the only
| eader in the Muslimworld who clearly defends Islam for he has the courage
to speak up to tell the truth without hesitation or fear".

He expressed confidence that Abdullah would do just as well as a | eader
for the Muslimworld when he takes over as prime mnister on Friday when Dr
Mahat hir steps down after 22 years in office

Abdul Quddoos, who is principal of the Darul U oom Islamc Acadeny of
Bri sbane, said Abdullah visited the acadeny |ast year when he represented
Dr Mahathir at the Commonwealth Heads of Governnent Meeting (CHOGV) in
Queensl and.

"He even led Friday prayers at our npbsque and delivered a sernon. This
further strengthened ties between Miuslins in our two countries.

"Muslins all over the world are |ooking at Ml aysia as a nodel. They
are imtating what Malaysia is doing. At the OC sumit, many Mislim
| eaders that | nmet were inpressed with Ml aysia's success and what it is
doing for Islant, he said.

What set Ml aysia apart fromother Islamc countries was its "quality
and capabl e" | eadership, he said.

Abdul Quddoos said there was rmuch that other Islamc countries could
learn from Mal aysia where |Islam flourishes al ongsi de noderni sation and
denocr acy.

"Al t hough Islam was founded on highly denocratic principles, sad to
say, many Islanmic countries do not have a denocratic system of governnent,"
he said.

He said the new | eadership in Ml aysia under Abdullah and the country's
chai rmanship of the OC following its sumit would bring nuch-needed
i mprovenments to the grouping and the ummah "which now have an inmage
probl ent'.

He al so thanked Ml aysians for their generous contributions in the
bui | di ng of nobsques and nadrasah (religious schools) in Australia

"Many nosques and madrasah throughout Australia have been built wth
some help from Mal aysi ans, including businessnmen. Ml aysians who are living
in Australia are also actively involved in religious activities.

" There are now nmore than half a mllion Mislins in Australia and the



nunber is growi ng," he said.
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