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MALAYSIA | S A MODEL | SLAM C STATE, SAYS DR TANTAW

By Lugman Hazi g and Mbohd Razee Hassan

PUTRAJAYA, July 10 (Bernamm) -- Sheikh Al -Azhar Dr Mohamad Sayed
Tantawi said Malaysia is a nodel for other Islamc countries because it
practi ses the true teachings of |slam

"Certainly, Malaysia is a nodel Islanmic state. Just look at its rapid
devel opnent and also its people hold on to the true teachings of Islamin
an at nosphere of peace and harnony, w thout any riot and unrest.

"These are the characteristics of an Islanmc state because |slam brings
progress to its unmmah, not backwardness," he said at a nedia conference
after calling on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad at his
of fice, here today.

He was acconpani ed during the 50-mnute nmeeting with the Dr Mahathir by
the Religious Advisor to the Prine Mnister, Tan Sri Abdul Hamid O hman.

Dr Tantawi said other Islamic countries should enmulate Malaysia in
their efforts to bring progress to their respective conmunities.

He said |Islam was al so agai nst invaders and those who liked to wage war
on others.

"Islamcalls on its followers to know of their rights, whether
concerning the religion or worldly natters.

"At the sane tinme, they cannot invade others. Allah does not |ike those
who wage war or violated other people's rights," he said.

Dr Tantawi arrived in Malaysia today to attend the three-day Conference
of Islam c Schol ars opened by Dr Mhat hir today.

He woul d present a working paper entitled "True Religion in Facing
Chal | enges of { obalisation"” tonorrow.

He also said that Islamcalled on its followers to help each other as
well as the non-Muslins instead of committing sin and maki ng enenies.

"I concur with the wiews of the Prime Mnister that Mislins nust
cooperate with each other. Just like a building, every part of its
structure is interdependent.

"Islam ¢ scholars must also give correct information to the Mislins and
the people generally on all matters pertaining to the ummah," he said.

Asked on the conference, Dr Tantawi said it benefited the Muslinms
because it had brought together scholars fromall over the world on the
principle of everlasting brotherhood.

"W are neeting to explain the true Islamc teachings. To explain to
the world conmmunity that Islamis a constructive religion, it brings
prosperity and not destruction," he said.

He hoped the conference this time would help to enhance the
understanding that Islamis for the good of nmankind and not a burden to
t hem

Dr Tantawi al so shared the view expressed by Dr Mahathir in his opening
speech at the conference that the Muslinms were currently divided because
they could not agree with one another.

"Islamis a religion for unity, not disunity. It therefore doesn't not
make sense for the Muslins to be divided over petty issues, by doing so
all owing us to beconme weak and backward.

"I call on all ulamas to join hands to convey the true teachings of
Islamto unite and build the strength of the ummah,"” he said.

He said Muslinms also needed know edge, strong econony and military
hardware to defend thensel ves

Asked on Dr Mahathir's suggestion on the use of the Gold Dinar in



commercial transactions, Dr Tantawi said although he was not well-versed on
econonmic matters, he believed the Prine Mnister knew better and had
experi ence on the econony.

"So, I'mcertain that econom c experts have studied all aspects before
the Prime Mnister came up with the programe which has such a significant
i mpact, and certainly it will bring a lot of benefit to the ummah and
I slami ¢ nations.

"In principle, | fully support Dr Mahathir's view " he aded.
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