23 OCT 2003

MALAYSI A H NDU SANGAM HOPES FOR LASTI NG PEACE AND HARMONY | N MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 23 (Bernanmm) -- The Ml aysi an Hi ndu Sangam in
conjunction with Deepavali celebrations tonorrow, hopes that al
Mal aysi ans, regardl ess of race and religion, will maintain goodw ||, peace

and harnony in the country.

Its President, Datuk A Vaithilingam said Deepavali was a festival of
lights which brought hope to all those who had experienced their share of
hardshi p due to unsettled issues of turmoil in every part of the world.

"W in Ml aysia have been nore fortunate as a devel opi ng nation
respected by all other nations," he said in a statement issued today.

Vai thilingam said Deepavali in Malaysia this year cane at a tine when
the country's long-serving Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
was retiring in a week's tinme.

"Al'l Ml aysi ans shall always remenber his services to the nation
H ndus in Malaysia wish to express their appreciation for his contributions
as the father of Mdern Ml aysia,"” he said.

The Mal aysi an H ndu Sangam al so pl edged to continue giving the sane
cooperation and support to Dr Mahathir's successor, Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi .
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