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RAFI DAH- | NVESTORS
MALAYSI A' S FI NE- TUNE BUSI NESS PROGRAMVE TO CONTI NUE

By: Leslean Arshad

KLANG, Cct 28 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia will continue to review and
fine-tune its policies in order to make the country a highly preferred
i nvest ment and busi ness destination when Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
takes over as Prime M nister next nonth.

M nister of International Trade and |ndustry, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz
said the government was conmitted to maintain and provide a friendly and
favour abl e busi ness environnent.

She said the government would take what it needed to create a highly
conpetitive manufacturing and export base and a preferred regional hub wth
a wide range of services and activities.

"Based on our track record of providing the best, both |ocal and
forei gn businessnmen should be conforted to invest now in order to take
advant age of the many new benefits offered,” she told reporters after
openi ng Ohtsuki Seiko (M Sdn Bhd plant in Bandar Puncak Al am near here
t oday.

Asked whether called by a | eading US-based Jewi sh | obby group for a
boycott of investnent and tourismin Ml aysia had any bearing on Mlaysia's
investment climte, Rafidah said she did not think so

"No, not at all," she said.

In his speech at the opening of OC Sunmmit, Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad was critical of Muslinms and Jews for the state of the
world today, but his words had been misconstrued as anti-Senmitic, draw ng
harsh response from certain quarters.

The influential Sinon Wsenthal Centre called on investors and tourists
to avoid Malaysia until it becane clear that |eaders who follow him after
he retires, did not share his views.

Raf i dah sai d busi ness people think differently and they would do
t horough "investigations" on the country first before they decided to do
busi ness.

"I''m sure people in genuine business will ook at other things. They
wi Il not evaluate business decision based on reported news. If they do
that, they are really not clever investors,"” she said.

She said investors would surely want to know nore on the business
environnent if they were to invest.

As they say, seeing is believing and investors are welconed to do
busi ness here, Rafidah said and added, "W are always not supportive of any
neasures, any strategies which divide the world nor any strategy that
oppresses certain comunity." -- BERNAMVA
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